Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, January 12, 2016 7:00 p.m., at the Olla Town Hall – 1907 Louisiana Street.  Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order; Chief Stott opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Wendy Allbritton called roll.  Present: Mayor Elliott, Madge Bailey, Al Cassels, Jake Long, Joe Rachal, and Mark Richardson.  Various members of the public were present.


Cassels made a motion, second by Bailey to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried.
Mayor Elliott welcomed the representatives from DOTD Bill Shrewberry and Todd Harris from Union Pacific Railroad, among other representatives.  Mr. Shrewsberry stated that during a previous administration, the closing of the railroad crossing at Louisiana Street had been discussed.  Negotiations could not be reached so the matter was dropped.  Union Pacific and DOTD  is now proposing closure of the Cypress Street Railroad crossing because  of the recent incidents that have occurred there, resulting in liability for  the Town, Railroad and DOTD.  They stated that the elevated incline to the approach of Cypress crossing is dangerous and no school buses or large trucks should be using this crossing.  Mayor Elliott advised that often times this is the only crossing open because of blockages at both HWY 127 and Louisiana Street crossings.   Members from the community were present to voice their opposition to the closure of this crossing.  Councilman, Al Cassels, stated that he would not support the closing of Cypress, but would support the closing of Louisiana Crossing if one had to be closed.   Councilmember, Joe Rachal, stated that the council has an obligation to the public and he would never vote for something that the public would be opposed to, but he would keep an open mind to the situation.   DOTD and Union Pacific both voiced their wishes to work with the town in solving this matter.  No action was taken at this time regarding the closure, but the dialogue would continue between the Town, DOTD and Union Pacific.   


Long made a motion, second by Richardson to approve the minutes for the December 8, 2015 regular monthly meeting.  Motion carried.
· Engineer Report – Shuler not present.

· Fire Department – Chief Thompson delivered the written fire report for December.  The department responded to 5 alarms; all fire department equipment is in operational condition, with the exception of Engine 3. The repair of the brake system, engine replacement, transmission, pump and rear end oil has been completed.  Once the rear tool box area is repaired, it will be placed back in service.  Engine 5 will be repaired once Engine 4 is back in service.   Chief Thompson reported that the department has one new member. The department and department members attended a business meeting and one training meeting, as well as, a three-hour LSU class.  Thompson reported that a significant part of the electrical has been completed on the Station 2 addition and are waiting on a couple of breakers and piping that have been ordered.    
· Police Report - Chief Stott delivered the written Police report for December:  103 citations issued, $24,698.68 was collected in fines and court costs, the department responded to 55 incidents, 10 arrest, 1 accident and 2 dog complaints.  Stott advised the council that in their packet they would find an addendum to the Department’s policy on the use of body cameras for their review.  Stott also reported that Officer O’Bier’s unit is back in service.   He further stated that he has had a lot of positive feedback regarding his patrolmen.  
· Public Works Report:  Superintendent Ross reported that he and is department have been working on several water leaks as well as working at the oxidation pond.  Ross stated that one of the timing wheels is out of service, but he has been working with Dressel and was assured that West Tech will do the necessary repairs.  Ross advised that he submitted his sampling sites for the new DHH requirements and is awaiting approval from this agency before he proceeds with the taps that are required for compliance.    Ross reported that he will be installing a new water line tomorrow to the new shop being built behind NAPA.  Ross reported that he installed two new batteries on the generator, and will be making the necessary repairs to keep the unit in service for emergencies.  Ross advised that several culverts have been installed.  The one on Sandy Drive will be completed during winter break, when traffic will be minimal.    
· Police Jury Report:  Mayor Elliott reported that a request for two culverts had been made.
Bailey made a motion, second by Rachal, to accept the reports as presented.  Motion carried.  

Bailey made a motion, second by Richardson to approve the occupational license application for: Ahead of Style – Jessica Dunn – 2140 Church Street.  Motion carried.

Rachal made a motion, second by Cassels to approve the December 2015 financial statement as presented.  Motion carried.

Rachal made a motion, second by Bailey to approve the December 2015 bills as presented.  Motion carried.

Mayor Elliott reported that a bid has been received for the walking trail lighting for the “Healthy Behavior Grant”.  Olla will receive $75,000 funds for this grant and it will be available May 1, 2016.  Elliott also announced that the “LGAP” grant was submitted before the Christmas holidays for a 1-ton truck for the Public Works Department.  Elliott reported that confirmation was just received that the town can proceed with the “CWEF” project, which is to upgrade the chlorination system and piping to Well #3.  Mayor Elliott advised she has been in contact with Steve Meeks regarding the Streetscape project and he assured her that he would have the verification print plan to her by January 29th.  Once the plans are received with the necessary corrections, the project will be able to let for bids.  
Cassels made a motion, second by Long to enter into executive session at 7:50 p.m.  Motion carried.

      Long made a motion, second by Bailey to enter back into regular session without any action taken.  Motion carried.

      Long made a motion, second by Cassels to adopt Resolution 2016-001, a resolution to authorize the Mayor to sign any and all documents necessary, including but not limited to, corrective instruments in order to accomplish and/or execute an Act of Conveyance in behalf of the Town of Olla, and to convey to a willing third party purchaser, the deed for the 51 acre industrial park.  Motion carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Richardson to adjourn at 8:03 p.m.  Motion carried.









_______________________









Rhonda Elliott, Mayor

________________________

Wendy Allbritton, Town Clerk 


“THIS INSTITUTION IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER”
