Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, January 10, 2017, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 1907 Louisiana Street.  Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order; opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Wendy Allbritton called roll.  Present: Mayor Elliott, Madge Bailey, Al Cassels, Anthony Fenoli and Joe Rachal and Mark Richardson.  Absent: Town Attorney, Walter Dorroh.  Various members of the public were present.


Bailey made a motion, second by Rachal, to approve the agenda as amended, amendment being delete item #11- and add street light request in its place.  Motion carried. 

There being no presentations or comments from the public, Mayor Elliott proceeded with the next item.

Rachal made a motion, second by Fenoli to approve the December 13, 2016 monthly meeting minutes.  Motion carried. 
Fenoli made a motion, second by Cassel to appoint Joseph Jeter as the 2017 Superintendent for the Town of Olla.  Motion carried.


.
· Fire Department – Joe Thompson delivered the written fire report for December.  The department responded to 2 alarms; all fire department equipment is in operational condition.  There have been no changes in the membership for the department.  The department and department members attended a business meeting and one training meeting. Thompson reported that 73 calls in 2016.  Thompson asked for Council approval to attend the LA Fire Chief’s Conference from March 23rd – 25th, cost being $664.00, which includes the conference registration and hotel room for three nights.  

     Cassel made a motion, second by Rachal to approve Thompson attending the LA Fire Chief’s Conference.  Motion carried.

· Police Report – Due to Chief Stott’s illness, Mayor Elliott delivered the written Police report for December.  116 citations issued, $18,960.13 was collected in fines and court costs, department responded to 53 incidents, 5 arrest, 4 accidents and 4 dog complaints.  
· Public Works Report:  Mayor Elliott reported that there was a large leak at the corner of Gum and Central Avenue when a main water line ruptured.  Elliott stated that the crew placed a repair clamp to temporarily fix the problem, but Jeter has scheduled to replace around 100 feet of the line during the school winter break, so not to interrupt water pressure at the high school.  

      Bailey made a motion, second by Richardson to accept the reports as presented.  Motion carried.
      Fenoli made a motion, second by Rachal to approve the December 2016 financial statements as presented.  Motion carried.

Rachal made a motion, second by Bailey to approve the December 2016 bills as presented.  Motion carried.

Rachal made a motion, second by Bailey to table the street light requested on Plum Street until further information can be obtained.  Motion carried.

Mayor Elliott reported that bids for the LCDBG 16-17 downtown sewer rehab project will be opened on Tuesday, January 17th at 10 a.m. at the Town Hall.  She also reported that the second round of funding through the Healthy Places LaSalle Program, which is funded by The Rapides Foundation will provide the town with a portable bathroom for the Farmer’s Market/Dixie Courtyard.  Also included in the funding is new “fall material” for the playground and additional tables and seating.  Elliott announced that a meeting was held in Baton Rouge on the 9th to discuss further  the revisions of our Downtown Streetscape – mainly what has to be changed is the verbiage and formatting.   Steve Meeks said hopefully it will let by this summer.  

 Mayor Elliott went to adjourn and resident Jerrod Douglas asked if he could speak to the Council.  He inquired as to who would be responsible in replacing the water lines to his grandmothers property that is located north of town.  Douglas explained that when the new four-lane highway was constructed the water line was not replaced, therefore leaving no water access to the property.  After a lengthy discussion he was directed to contact his State Representative to see what his options are.
       Rachal made a motion, second by Cassel to adjourn at 7:23 p.m.  Motion carried.
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Rhonda Elliott, Mayor
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Wendy Allbritton, Town Clerk 

