Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, May 10, 2016 7:00 p.m., at the Olla Town Hall – 1907 Louisiana Street.  Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order; Chief Stott opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Wendy Allbritton called roll.  Present: Mayor Elliott, Al Cassels, Jake Long, Joe Rachal, and Mark Richardson. Absent: Madge Bailey.  Various members of the public were present.


Richardson made a motion, second by Rachal to approve the agenda with the amendment of adding a bullet under item #13, to issue resolution 2016-004.  Motion carried.
There being no presentations or comments, Mayor Elliott proceeded to the next item.       


Rachal made a motion, second by Richardson to approve the minutes for the April 12, 2016 regular monthly meeting.  Motion carried.

Rachal made a motion, second by Long to approve the April 26, 2016 special meeting minutes as presented.  Motion carried.


Rachal made a motion, second by Richardson to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2016-001:  An Ordinance adopting the policies and procedures manual for the employees for the Town of Olla.  During the comments, Joe Thompson asked who had input putting the manuals together.  After the explanation of requirements by the LMA and Federal payroll guidelines, Rachal made a motion, second by Richardson to close the public hearing.  Motion carried.

Cassels made a motion, second Rachal to adopt Ordinance 2016-001;  An Ordinance adopting the policies and procedures manual for the Town of Olla employees.  Motion carried.


Rachal made a motion, second by Long to introduce Ordinance 2016-002:  An Ordinance adopting the annual budget of revenues and expenditures for the fiscal year July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017 and the amended budget for fiscal year July 1, 2015 to June 30, 2016 and schedule the public hearing for June 14, 2016.  Motion carried. 
· Fire Department – Chief Thompson delivered the written fire report for April.  The department responded to 3 alarms; all fire department equipment is in operational condition.      Chief Thompson reported that the department had no new memberships.  The department and department members attended a business meeting and two training meetings.  Thompson reported that the dirt work for the training tower will begin this week.       
· Police Report – Chief Stott delivered the written Police report for April.  138 citations issued, $22,554.88 was collected in fines and court costs, the department responded to 56 incidents, 9 arrest, 1 accident and 2 dog complaints.  Stott reported that  Officer Black’s unit had to have some repair, but is back in service.       
· Public Works Report:  Superintendent Ross reported he has been checking the transite line regularly.  Repairing that line tends to make leaks come back in a weaker spot in the line. His crew has been mowing and will begin to spray for mosquitoes this week.  Ross stated that there have been several sewer issues cause by root intrusion into lines.  Ross reported that he has been helping Urania with line repair and locating the water line on HWY 125 for DOTD to do the road construction.  Ross reported that he has been in contact with Buddy Poole regarding some culverts that have been ordered and Poole is going to check to see if they are at the Jena yard.         
· Police Jury Report:  Mayor Elliott reported that two requests were sent in to the Police Jury for  Acela Lane pot hole repair, bush hog the oxidation pond levee and to request a 24x30 culvert for Sandy Drive.  
Long made a motion, second by Rachal, to accept the reports as presented.  Motion carried.  

Rachal made a motion, second by Long to approve the April 2016 bills as presented.  Motion carried.
Richardson made a motion, second by Rachal to approve Resolution 2016-003:  A Resolution approving the application for grant funds from the CWEF 2015-2016 (Community Water Enrichment Fund) and authorizing the Mayor to conduct all negotiations, execute and submit all documents, including but not limited to applications, agreements, amendments, payment requests necessary.  Motion carried.

Cassels made a motion, second by Rachal to approve Resolution 2016-004:  A Resolution supporting the proposed rulemaking establishing a minimum requirement of two crewmembers for certain railroad operations, while also setting forth the roles and responsibilities of the second crewmember on a moving train, thereby promoting safe and effective teamwork.  Motion carried.
Richardson made a motion, second by Rachal to approve the April 2016 financial statement as presented.  Motion carried.

Mayor Elliott reported that a nuisance letter was sent to the property owner of 2048 College Avenue on May 3, 2016, but have not heard any feedback as of yet.
Mayor Elliott reminded everyone that the Personal Financial Disclosures are due by May 15th to prevent being fined.  Elliott reported that she had been notified that the LCDBG 2016-2017 was approved in the amount of $277,900.  These funds will be used to rehabilitate the town’s sewer collection system within downtown and adjacent areas.  Elliott stated that she had received a letter from Mr. Shrewsberry, the Rail Safety Engineer for DOTD and that DOTD is petitioning for federal funding to improve the Cypress Street approaches and that a “NO TRUCKS” sign should be posted to reduce the town’s liability.  They are also proposing to close the Louisiana Street crossing.   Elliott advised that the proposal was placed in each council folder for review and will wait to hear feedback from the council.  Elliott advised that the North end welcome sign has been damaged and we are in the process of getting quotes to repair.  The Mayor also stated that the contractors affiliated with the resurfacing of LA HWY 125 will be parking equipment and storing supplies and rock at the town industrial park and that she was assured if there were any damages such as rutting, it will be repaired and that any left-over rock will be property of the town.  Elliott announced that she and Henry will be meeting with FEMA tomorrow at 1:00 p.m.      
Rachal made a motion, second by Long to adjourn at 7:19 p.m.  Motion carried.









_______________________









Rhonda Elliott, Mayor

________________________

Wendy Allbritton, Town Clerk 


“THIS INSTITUTION IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER”
