Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, June 14, 2016 7:00 p.m., at the Olla Town Hall – 1907 Louisiana Street.  Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order; Chief Stott opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Wendy Allbritton called roll.  Present: Mayor Elliott, Madge Bailey, Al Cassels, Jake Long, and Joe Rachal. Absent: Mark Richardson.  Various members of the public were present.


Cassels made a motion, second by Long to approve the agenda as amended.  Amendments being:  (1) Under Item #12, 2nd bullet to read Catahoula LaSalle Bank instead of Bank of Jena (2) Add under item #14 to approve the insurance quote proposal from Travelers for Town’s Liability Insurance (3) Add under item #14 council approval to start advertising for waste contract.  Motion carried.
During the presentations and comments from the public, Mayor Elliott welcomed Chris Gatlin with Brown & Brown Insurance.  Brown explained that he had met with Mayor Elliott several weeks back that he and his firm would like the opportunity of researching the town’s current insurance policies to find ways of saving the town money.  Brown explained that his firm in the 6th largest brokerage firm in the United States. Brown explained that there is a possibility of certain things being double covered; he also explained that all contracts would be researched to make sure they are worded correctly to protect the town from liability issues. After a lengthy discussion, Cassels made a motion, second by Long to proceed with Brown & Brown Insurance to analyze the town’s existing insurance coverage and make a proposal at the next council meeting.  Motion carried.       


Mayor Elliott welcomed Cynthia Cockerham and Patrick Newcom with LEDD.  Cynthia announced that LaSalle Parish met and maintained the goals as planned and now is a Gold member in the ACT work rated community program.  Cockerham report that she is currently writing for an additional $300K that is due August 1st.   Cockerham turned the presentation over to Mr. Patrick Newcom.  Newcom, manager of the Jena airport gave a presentation of the economic impact that the Jena airport has on the community.  Newcom reported that he is trying to work on a public relations tour to educate our community how the Jena airport benefits the community.  Newcom announced his excitement of the progress that has been made and looks forward to the future growth of the parish.   

Cassels made a motion, second by Rachal to approve the minutes for the May 10, 2016 regular monthly meeting.  Motion carried.

· Fire Department – Chief Thompson delivered the written fire report for May.  The department responded to 9 alarms; all fire department equipment is in operational condition.      Chief Thompson reported that the department had no new memberships.  The department and department members attended a business meeting and two training meetings, as well as a 12 hour LSU class.  Thompson announced that the department will be hosting an 8 hour “Responding to Incidents Involving Flammable Liquids Transported by Rail” class.  This class will be on July 23rd at the Dixie Center starting at 8 a.m.  Thompson wanted to extend an invitation to the Police Department, town crew, LaSalle Sheriff’s Department, mayor and council to attend.  The Security and Emergency Response training center out of Pueblo, Colorado will be teaching the class.  Thompson stated that due to limited eateries in the area, they are  providing lunch during the class.  Thompson addressed the concern of the 50 watt communication system and visited the idea of getting a replacement since the system is 10 years old. He would like to add this to the budget to have replaced.  Thompson also wanted to add to the budget, supply line replacement, new tires for the service truck, and funds to repair and rebuild old fire hydrants to have for replacement.        
· Police Report – Chief Stott delivered the written Police report for May.  159 citations issued, $23,257.01 was collected in fines and court costs, the department responded to 49 incidents, 9 arrest, and 2 dog complaints.  Stott reported that he attended the stake holders meeting that was held at the Olla shelter and was advised it would be in the towns best interest to have additional auxiliary officers in the event of a storm.  Stott advised the only cost would be uniforms and insurance.  Stott reported that Gavin’s unit was taken back to the dealership since there was a noise. If there happened to be anything wrong, the warranty would cover it.  Stott thanked everyone in his department for their hard work and dedication.       
· Public Works Report:  No report given.         
Rachal made a motion, second by Long, to accept the reports as presented.  Motion carried.  

Rachal made a motion, second by Cassels to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2016-002.  An ordinance adopting the annual budget of revenues and expenditures for the FY 2016-/2017 and the amended budget for the FY 2015/2016 for the Town of Olla, Louisiana.  Motion carried.
There being no comments from the public, Rachal made a motion, second by Long to close the public hearing.  Motion carried.

Rachal made a motion, second by Long to adopt Ordinance 2016-002 – An Ordinance adopting the annual budget of revenues and expenditures for the FY 2016/2017 and the amended budget for the FY 2015/2016 for the Town of Olla, Louisiana.  Motion carried.

Cassels made a motion, second by Rachal to adopt Resolution 2016-006 – A Resolution adopting the plans, policies and appointment of individuals for compliance with the LCDBG Program regulations.  Motion carried.

Long made a motion, second by Cassels to adopt Resolution 2016-005- A Resolution adopting the Tax Millage for the Tax Year 2016 at 6.920 Mills.  Motion carried.

Cassels made a motion, second by Rachal to approve the occupational license for James H. Callender – MJ’s Trading Post – 2690 Main Street US 165.  Motion carried.

Rachal made a motion, second by Bailey to appoint the Jena Times Olla-Tullos-Signal as the official journal for the Town of Olla for the fiscal year 2016-2017.  Motion carried.

Rachal made a motion, second by Cassels to approve the Olla Branches of Southern Heritage Bank and Catahoula-LaSalle Bank as the town’s depositories for the fiscal year 2016-2017.  Motion carried.

Cassels made a motion, second by Rachal to approve spending $500 for the 4th July Fireworks.  Motion carried.

Rachal made a motion, second by Long to accept the insurance renewal quote from VFIS for the Volunteer Fire Department, total estimated premium being $14,786.  Motion carried.

Rachal made a motion, second by Cassels to accept the insurance renewal quote from Travelers for the Town of Olla’s insurance, total estimated premium being $76,039.  Motion carried.
Bailey made a motion, second by Cassels to approve the advertising for the waste collection contract.  Motion carried.

Rachal made a motion, second by Cassels to approve the water contract with Pleasant Ridge Water System for six (6) months with the same rate of $3.50 per 1,000.  Motion carried.
Long made a motion, second by Bailey to approve the bills as presented.  Motion carried.

Long made a motion, second by Rachal to approve the May 2016 financial statement as presented.  Motion carried.

Mayor Elliott reported that a nuisance notice was hand delivered for the property located at 2048 College Avenue.  She also reported that the railroad was contacted about the junk in the town square and that they had said they would get that cleaned up.

Mayor Elliott reported that she had another meeting with FEMA/GOHSEP and was informed that for Cat B claims no regular time will be paid, only overtime.  They visited the sewer sites, lift stations and the park that sustained damage during the flood. She is currently working on filling out more forms that they have requested to complete the claim.  Elliott stated that the signs that Mr. Shrewsberry with Union Pacific wanted installed have come in and in order to place them, an ordinance will have to be adopted.  Elliott stated she is still waiting on a cost to replace the light on the north end Welcome to Olla sign. 

Rachal made a motion, second by Long to adjourn at 8:13 p.m.  Motion carried.









_______________________









Rhonda Elliott, Mayor

________________________

Wendy Allbritton, Town Clerk 


“THIS INSTITUTION IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER”
