Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, September 13, 2016, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 1907 Louisiana Street.  Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order; Chief Stott opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Wendy Allbritton called roll.  Present: Mayor Elliott, Madge Bailey, Joe Rachal and Mark Richardson, Al Cassels being tardy.  Absent: Jake Long.  Various members of the public were present.


Richardson made a motion, second by Rachal, to approve the agenda as amended, amendment being to add after item # 9, accepting the resignation of Mike Duke from the Board of Commissioners of the Olla Housing Authority.  Motion carried.
There being no presentations or comments from the public, Mayor Elliott proceeded to the next item.     


Richardson made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve issuing Resolution 2016-008- A Resolution accepting and honoring Jake Long for his service to the Town of Olla as councilmember.

Cassels made a motion, second by Rachal, to table the appointment to fill the unexpired term of councilmember Jake Long and schedule a special meeting for Tuesday, September 20, 2016 at 6:00 p.m.  Motion carried.

Cassels made a motion, second by Rachal, to issue a proclamation to issue notice and call for a special primary election and special general election to be held in Ward 2 of Olla, to fill said vacancy of Councilmember, Jake Long.  Motion carried.
Bailey made a motion, second by Rachal, to approve the minutes for the August 9, 2016 regular monthly meeting.  Motion carried.

Richardson made a motion, second by Rachal, to approve the August 2016 bills as presented.  Motion carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Rachal, to approve the August 2016 financial statements as presented.  Motion carried.


Bailey made a motion, second by Richardson, to approve the Town Clerk, Wendy Allbritton to attend the 41st annual Louisiana Municipal Clerks Institute held October 16-20th in Baton Rouge.  Motion carried.


Richardson made a motion, second by Rachal, to accept the resignation of Mike Duke, commissioner of the Olla Housing Authority.  Motion carried.
· Fire Department – Chief Thompson delivered the written fire report for August:  The department responded to 6 alarms; all fire department equipment is in operational condition.  The brake booster went out on E-3, but has been repaired.  There have been no changes in the membership for the department.  The department and department members attended a business meeting and two training meetings, as well as a 3 hour LSU class.  Chief Thompson requested a committee meeting to discuss the upcoming Fire Act grant.  Thompson advised that the grant is a 95/5 matching and it would be used for hoses, lighting and nozzles that are in need of replacement.  Thompson also noted that there are a few new pieces of equipment required by Property Insurance needed as well.  Mayor Elliott advised Thompson to let her know when he could meet and she would let the committee know.
· Police Report – Chief Stott delivered the written Police report for August:  84 citations issued, $25,086.76 was collected in fines and court costs, department responded to 48 incidents, 10 arrests, and 3 dog complaints.  Chief Stott advised that officer O’Bier resigned his position with the town and it would be necessary to get a replacement and until then he might have to hire someone part-time until the position is filled.  Stott brought to the Councils attention that the fascia boards to the sub-station are in need of replacement.  Stott announced that Louisiana Commission on Law Enforcement had donated the department 5 bullet proof vest, but it would be necessary for someone to travel to Baton Rouge to pick them up.

Cassels made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the Chief to proceed in finding a replacement for his department.  Motion carried.       
· Public Works Report:  Joseph Jeter reported that efforts have been made in cleaning up the town shop.  He welcomed the council to come and look at the progress that has been made by using inmate labor.  Jeter advised that his new employees are showing initiative and is pleased with the work they are doing.  Jeter advised that since the meters have been changed out and are not manually read anymore, grass and debris are covering many of the boxes, making it difficult to find them.  He would like to implement something, to ensure that the grass will not cover them in the future. Councilmember Rachal made the suggestion to contact the customers to take responsibility of keeping their meters clear of debris.            
Bailey made a motion, second by Rachal, to accept the reports as presented.  Motion carried.  

Rachal made a motion, second by Cassels, to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2016-003 – An Ordinance to restrict large trucks from using the Cypress/McDougald Street railroad crossing.  Motion carried.

There being no comments or suggestions from the public during the public hearing, Rachal made a motion, second by Bailey, to adopt Ordinance 2016-003 – An Ordinance restricting large trucks from using the Cypress/McDougald Street railroad crossing.  Motion carried.

Cassels made a motion, second by Baily, to accept the solid waste collection bids and award to Waste Management.  Motion carried.

Mayor Elliott reported that there will be a preconstruction meeting on Friday at 12:30 with Julie Comeaux for the DWRLF water well project.  Elliott also reported that Henry Shuler has plans for the downtown sidewalks project and will be ready for final review on Friday.   Elliott reported that the bush hog and finishing mower have been repaired and that councilmember, Madge Bailey has been working with the inmates on cleaning up the town shop.    Mayor Elliott advised that she was in the process of finalizing the plans for homecoming and welcomed any new ideas or suggestions.    
Bailey made a motion, second by Richardson to adjourn at 7:19 p.m.  Motion carried.









_______________________









Rhonda Elliott, Mayor

________________________

Wendy Allbritton, Town Clerk 

