
Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, September 8, 2015 7:00 p.m., at the Olla Town Hall – 1907 Louisiana Street.  Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order; Chief Stott opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Wendy Allbritton called roll.  Present: Mayor Elliott, Madge Bailey, Al Cassel, Jake Long, Joe Rachal and Mark Richardson.  Various members of the public were present.


Rachal made a motion, second by Long to approve the agenda as amended.  The amendment was to replace item #10 with the introduction of Ordinance 2015-005, an ordinance to release easement rights.  Also add after item #12 approval to enter into executive session to discuss litigation.  Motion carried.

Ronnie and Gladys Farrington approached the board regarding the property that adjoins their property being used for a salvage yard and the proper guidelines and regulations that are supposed to be followed.  After a lengthy discussion, Town Attorney, Walter Dorroh advised that he would research and get back with them regarding this situation. There being no other  presentations and comments, Mayor Elliott proceeded to the next item.  


Long made a motion, second by Bailey to approve the minutes for the August 11, 2015  regular monthly meeting.  Motion carried. 
 

· Engineer Report – Shuler not present.

· Fire Department – Joe Thompson delivered the written fire report for August.  The department responded to 7 alarms; all fire department equipment is in operational condition.  Two members resigned from the department due to job obligations and relocating.  The department and department members attended one business meeting, two training meetings, as well as a three-hour LSU class.   Councilman Cassel inquired as to how old the Jaws-Of-Life equipment is.  Cassel asked that he research the replacement cost for the equipment.  It was suggested to schedule having the equipment serviced.
· Mayor Elliott reported that a request has been made to repair the bus turn around at the end of East Avenue.

· Police Report - Chief Stott delivered the written Police report for August:  75 citations issued, $34,909.07 was collected in fines and court costs, the department responded to 53 incidents, 4 arrest, 1 accident and 5 dog complaints. Chief Stott announced that the new car is out on the streets.  There are a few pieces of equipment on back order, and he has received a lot of positive feedback from the public.

· Ross wanted to thank everyone for the prayers for his nephew.  He also wanted to thank the fire department for the help that they gave one night when there was a water leak.  Ross explained that the elevated tank was due to be serviced and in doing this process, it was found that the new pumps were not pumping the same amount of water. There has been 6 major leaks during this process and the pipe being old is a problem.  Ross advised that he is working with the fire department closely in case an emergency should occur.  Because the tank will be out of service for at least two weeks during this process, the tank crew is going to try and complete the job faster than usual.    Ross reported that he still hasn’t been contacted when the repair to the oxidation pond system will happen.  He advised the council that he dug the islands out of the pond in order for the pond to circulate properly and in doing this, thinks it has helped with the odor issue.   Mayor Elliott commended the work that the maintenance crew and fire department has done during this time.   

Long made a motion, second by Cassel, to accept the reports as presented.  Motion carried.  


Rachal made a motion, second by long to approve the peddlers license for Fat Baby’s BBQ – David Crews – Food Truck.  Motion carried.

Cassel made a motion, second by Rachal to approve Resolution 2015-012 for FY 2016-2017 LCDBG application for a public facilities grant and will receive one additional point if the administrative fees are paid from local funds.  Motion carried.


Cassel made a motion, second by Bailey to introduce Ordinance 2015-005 – An Ordinance to release the dedication of a certain alley located within the Town of Olla and schedule the public hearing for Tuesday, October 13, 2015 at 7:00 p.m.  Motion carried.


Rachal made a motion, second by Richardson to approve the July 2015 financial statements as presented.  Motion carried.


Bailey made a motion, second by Rachal to approve the bills as presented.  Motion carried.


Richardson made a motion, second by Cassel to enter into executive session at 7:42 p.m. to discuss litigation matters.  Motion carried.


Richardson made a motion, second by Cassel to enter back into regular session with no action being taken in executive session at 7:56 p.m.  Motion carried.


Cassel made a motion, second by Richardson to authorize the Mayor and Town Attorney to select an attorney for litigation.  Motion carried.


Mayor Elliott reported that vendor applications are beginning to come in for downtown homecoming which is Saturday, October 17th.  All entertainment has been lined up and now currently working on the vendors.  Anyone interested in obtaining a booth spot should contact the town hall.    Elliott also reported that the ceiling is completed at the Dixie Center and looks great, however alerts are still being received about the a/c not operating correctly, therefore the thermostat will be changed.  Elliott advised that she had submitted all easement rights for the streetscape last week, but having to re-submit the CCC along with a resolution and this should be ready by tomorrow.  Elliott announced that the North Central LA Fair will be held October 20th – 24th.  For more information, contact Jake Long or Chris Bennett.  Elliott also reported that DSL is now being installed at the sports complex and security cameras will be in operation within the next couple of weeks.     


Richardson made a motion, second by Rachal to adjourn at 7:59 p.m.  Motion carried.









_______________________









Rhonda Elliott, Mayor

________________________

Wendy Allbritton, Town Clerk 


