Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, November 8, 2016, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 1907 Louisiana Street.  Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order; Chief Stott opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Melva King called roll.  Present: Mayor Elliott, Madge Bailey, Al Cassels, and Joe Rachal.  Absent: Anthony Fenoli and Mark Richardson.  Various members of the public were present.


Bailey made a motion, second by Rachal, to approve the agenda as amended, amendment being to move Presentations and Comments from the public to item  #6B, delete item # 8 add in its place, to approve an alcohol beverage permit application. 

Rachal made a motion, second by Cassels to approve the October 11, 2016 monthly meeting minutes.  Motion carried. 

.
· Fire Department – Anders Thompson delivered the written fire report for October:  The department responded to 13 alarms; all fire department equipment is in operational condition.  There have been no changes in the membership for the department.  The department and department members attended a business meeting and two training meetings, as well as a 3 hour LSU class. The department requested replacement of the lighting at Station 1 and estimate the cost to be between  $900-$1000.  A motion was made by Rachal to approve the purchasing of the lights, second by Cassels.  Motion carried. The department met with the fire/police committee and received approval to file for the Fire Act grant to replace some old equipment totaling $102,833.50 with a matching portion of 5% of the grant.  The fire department extended an invitation to the Mayor, council, town employees and police department to attend the Annual Fireman’s Banquet on December 3rd at 6:00 PM at Station 2.  
· Police Report – Chief Stott delivered the written Police report for October:  106 citations issued, $16707.12 was collected in fines and court costs, department responded to 40 incidents, 0 arrest, and 3 dog complaints.  

· Public Works Report:  Joseph Jeter delivered the written Public Works report for October.  Jeter reported there were 71 work orders issued for the month and only 3 remain uncompleted.  The department has had numerous mechanical problems with vehicles and the trackhoe during the month.  The trackhoe is now operational but it ended up costing $2700 to repair.  The half-ton flat-bed truck needs a replacement motor.  Estimates are being obtained for the motor.  Watson Well Service now has the chlorinator house on site and the manifold is in place, but is not yet plumbed.  Jeter stated that he now has the gates repaired at the maintenance shop.  LRWA met with Pleasant Ridge Water District and the town to coordinate a plan of action for flushing lines to optimize Pleasant Ridge’s water results.
· Police Jury Request:  Mayor Elliott reported that two requests were sent in for the month of October.  The request was for a culvert on Holloman Street and street repair on Moody Street.  

      Cassels made a motion, second by Rachal to accept the reports as presented.  Motion carried.
A presentation was made by Cynthia Cockerham, Executive Director of Community Development, to inform the council of the recent $300,000 funding for Healthy Places LaSalle! Phase 2.  Of this amount, the Town of Olla will receive approximately $65,000 to be used to purchase a restroom trailer that can be utilized at downtown events or at the walking trail and is to be hooked-up to town sewer and water.   Funds will also be used  for two (2) monitors for our security system.  Remainder of the funding will be used to replace wood chips in the playground area and to purchase outdoor equipment for the park.
Bailey made a motion, second by Rachal, to approve the October 2016 bills as presented.  Motion carried. 
Bailey made a motion, second by Rachal to approve the alcoholic beverage permit renewal application for Tiger Stop-Carla Bernos – 3530 Hwy 165 N—Class B Beer Only.   Motion carried.

Mayor Elliott reported that she had spoken with Drew Tessier, Public Affairs Officer with Union Pacific Railroad about the railroad crossing being blocked for extended periods of time, especially on 10/13/2016, when it blocked two (2) crossings for much of the day.  He assured the Mayor that Union Pacific was meeting about three (3) blockage points between Alexandria and Monroe, with Olla being one of them.  He concurred that the extended lengths of the blockages were unacceptable and that he would be in contact with her regarding the outcome of the meeting.  
Cassels made a motion, second by Rachal to adjourn at 7:33 p.m.  Motion carried.
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Rhonda Elliott, Mayor

________________________

Wendy Allbritton, Town Clerk 

