Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, February 12, 2019, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 1907 Louisiana Street.  Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order and opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Sonya Kennon called roll.  Present: Mayor Elliott, Joel Sims, Michael Duke, and Ashley Crawford. Various members of the public were present.

Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the agenda. Motion carried. 
Duke made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the January 2019 regular meeting minutes.  Motion Carried.

Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the January 2019 bills as presented.  Motion carried.

Duke made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the January 2019 financial statement as presented.  Motion carried.

· Fire Department – Joseph Thompson delivered the written fire report for January. Three new members joined the department, and one resigned due to work conflicts. All equipment is in operational condition, with the exception of Engine 6. The repairs should be complete this week and will be back in service. The Department responded to 5 alarms in January. The department members attended a business meeting, and two training meetings in the month of January, as well as an 8 hour LSU class.  
· Police Report – The January 2019 police report was given by Chief Daniel Smith. 88 citations issued, $20,821.99 was collected in fines and court cost, the department responded to 44 incidents, 7 arrests, and 4 dog complaints. Chief Smith asked the council to consider hiring a part-time employee that would alleviate overtime hours for the town. Deputy Jessie Morris who holds various certifications was introduced to the council. After a lengthy discussion, a motion was made by Crawford, second by Duke, to amend the agenda to include hiring Deputy Morris as a part-time employee of the Olla Police Department. Motion carried. 
· Public Works Department – Mayor Elliott delivered the January 2019 Superintendent’s report. 
· Police Jury Request – Mayor Elliott reported that a request has been sent for a culvert to be placed at Roberts Street. 

Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the reports as presented. Motion carried.


Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to ADOPT Ordinance 2019-001 – An ordinance authorizing the issuance of Four Hundred Thousand Dollars ($400,000) of Public Improvement Bonds, Series 2019, of the Town of Olla, State of Louisiana, prescribing the form, fixing the details and providing for the payment thereof, confirming the sale thereof and entering into certain other covenants and agreements in connection with the security and payment of said Bonds. Motion carried. 

Crawford made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the employee health benefit renewal with Blue Cross Blue Shield. Motion carried.


Duke made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the Alcoholic Beverage Permit for Four M Oil Company – DBA Speedy Mac’s – 4238 Main Street 165 Olla, LA. Motion carried. 


Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to move forward with lift station upgrades through the Clean Water Revolving Loan. Motion carried. 

 Mayor Elliott announced that she is in the process of receiving bids for the roof on the Olla Commercial Building and for a new Public Works vehicle. The Town of Olla has received notice from Waste Management that they are increasing their rates for garbage pickup according to Consumer Price Index and gas. Residential customers are now paying 19.50, but the rate will be increasing to 20.25 monthly. Business customers are now paying 46.50, but will be increasing to 48.00. The price increase will be billed retroactive to January 1st for the town. The Town of Olla will be absorbing the retroactive increase and customers will see the increase on their bill in March. For the last 2 years, the Town of Olla has been absorbing the increases and can no longer do so. Mayor Elliott stated that the Town has “unofficially” received a mini grant for $3000.00 that will be used to purchase additional seating at the Dixie Courtyard. 
Crawford made a motion, second by Sims to adjourn at 7:31 p.m. Motion carried. 
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Rhonda Elliott, Mayor
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Sonya Kennon, Town Clerk 

