Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, June 11, 2019, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 1907 Louisiana Street.  Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order and opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Sonya Kennon called roll.  Present: Mayor Elliott, Madge Bailey, Ashley Crawford, and Michael Duke, and Joel Sims. Absent: Anthony Fenoli. Various members of the public were present.

Bailey made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the agenda. Motion carried. 
Bailey made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the May 2019 regular meeting minutes.  Motion Carried.

Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the May 2019 bills as presented.  Motion carried.

Duke made a motion, second by Crawford, to approve the May 2019 financial statement as presented.  Motion carried.

· Fire Department – Joseph Thompson gave the written fire report for April. Chief Thompson stated there had been no changes in membership. All equipment is in operational condition. The department responded to 1 alarm in May. The department members attended a business meeting, and two training meetings in May, as well as an 8 hour LSU class. Chief Thompson requested $2681.70 for this year’s 2019, LSFA convention. Chief Thompson also requested money for a new engine for Tanker 3, and money to rebuild the carburetor and fix the lines on Engine 3, so it can be put up for sale. The fire department members requested that Chief Thompson be given an increase in pay, and that an additional fireman be employed to assist with checking and pulling maintenance on the trucks. Chief Thompson also stated that the department would like to increase the pay of the two members that are pulling maintenance on the trucks. The department will begin to flow test hydrants starting July 13, 2019 in advance of the departments grading in August. Chief Thompson stated the public will be notified to expect some discoloration due to flushing the lines. Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to accept Chief Thompson’s proposal. Motion carried. 
· Police Report – The May 2019 police report was given by Chief Daniel Smith. 125 citations issued, $28541.25 was collected in fines and court cost, the department responded to 38 incidents, 7 arrests, and 5 dog complaints. Chief Smith addressed the council with the proposal of hiring a full time officer to help with night patrol, and to better assist the department as needed. The department will be relieved of two part-time positions to accommodate the full time officer. Duke made a motion, second by Crawford, to accept Chief Smith’s proposal. Motion carried. 
· Public Works Department – Mayor Elliott delivered the May 2019 Superintendent’s report. 
Bailey made a motion, second by Crawford, to approve the reports as presented. Motion

carried. 
  
Duke made a motion, second by Bailey, to open the public hearing regarding views

on housing and community development needs of the Town of Olla. There being no comments or questions from the public, Bailey made a motion, second by Sims, to close the public hearing.


Duke made a motion, second by Bailey, to ADOPT Resolution 2019-006 – A resolution to authorize Sonya Kennon and Rhonda Wise to sign for Request for Payment from LCDBG funds and to authorize Mayor Rhonda Elliott as the official certifying officer for the LCDBG Grant. Motion carried. 
 

Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to ADOPT Resolution 2019-007 – A resolution making an application to the State Bond Commission for consent and authority to issue, not exceeding Eight Hundred Forty Five Thousand Dollars of Taxable Sales Tax Bonds, in one or more series, of the Town of Olla, State of Louisiana, and providing for other matters in connection therewith. Motion carried.

Crawford made a motion, second by Sims, to open the public hearing regarding Ordinance 2019-005: An ordinance adopting the annual budget of revenues and expenditures for the fiscal year July 01, 2019 to June 30, 2020 and amend the budget for fiscal year July 01, 2018 to June 30, 2019, for the Town of Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried. 


There being no comments or questions from the public, Bailey made a motion, second by Sims, to close the public hearing regarding Ordinance 2019-005: An ordinance adopting the annual budget of revenues and expenditures for the fiscal year July 01, 2019 to June 30, 2020 and amend the budget for fiscal year July 01, 2018 to June 30, 2019, for the Town of Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried.  



Sims made a motion, second by Bailey, to ADOPT Ordinance 2019-005 - An ordinance adopting the annual budget of revenues and expenditures for the fiscal year July 01, 2019 to June 30, 2020 and amend the budget for fiscal year July 01, 2018 to June 30, 2019, for the Town of Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried. 

Duke made a motion, second by Bailey, to open the public hearing regarding Ordinance 2019-006 - An ordinance amending the water rates for the Town of Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried.

There being no comments or questions from the public, Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to close the public hearing regarding Ordinance 2019-006 - An ordinance amending the water rates for the Town of Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried.


Bailey made a motion, second by Crawford, to ADOPT Ordinance 2019-006 - An ordinance amending the water rates for the Town of Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Sims, to open the public hearing regarding Ordinance 2019-007 - An ordinance amending the sewer rates for the Town of Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried.



There being no comments or questions from the public, Duke made a motion, second by Bailey, to close the  public hearing regarding Ordinance 2019-007 - An ordinance amending the sewer rates for the Town of Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried. 



Sims made a motion, second by Bailey, to ADOPT Ordinance 2019-007 - An ordinance amending the sewer rates for the Town of Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried.


Crawford made a motion, second by Duke, to appoint The Jena Times-Olla-Tullos-Urania Signal as the Official Journal for the Town of Olla for the Fiscal year 2019-2020. Motion carried. 


Bailey made a motion, second by Duke, to appoint the Olla Branches of Southern Heritage Bank, Catahoula LaSalle Bank, and Concordia Bank & Trust and also include the Vidalia branch of Concordia Bank & Trust Co. as the Town of Olla’s official depositories for the fiscal year 2019-2020. Motion carried. 


Duke made a motion, second by Sims, to approve spending $400 for the 4th of July fireworks. Motion carried. 


Duke made a motion, second by Bailey to approve the quote from VFIS for the Fire Department Insurance. Motion carried. 


Bailey made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the quote from Stone Oak Insurance submitted by Community Financial for the Town of Olla’s insurance. Motion carried.

Sims made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the 6 month contract with Pleasant Ridge Water System at the same rate of $3.50 per 1000 gallons. Motion carried. 


Bailey made a motion, second by Duke to approve the 6 month contract with Urania Water System at the same rate of $3.50 per 1000 gallons. Motion carried. 

 
Mayor Elliott announced that she attended the ribbon cutting for LaSalle Lumber Company on the 29th of May, 2019. Mayor Elliott stated that it was a very informative and nice event, with dignitaries from the state and also from two Canadian Provinces. Mayor Elliott stated that she was contacted by the State and told that 13 A/C units were out at the Olla Commercial Building. Southern Air came out and found that they had been disconnected when the roof was repaired and the contractor had forgotten to re-connect them. The state-wide Stockholders’ Meeting was changed from May 30th to June 10th at 10:00 A.M. The new furniture for the Courtyard, purchased through the Louisiana Healthy Communities Mini-Grant has arrived. Mayor Elliott let the council know that work needs to begin on planning Homecoming, which will be Saturday, September 21st if anyone wants to help or has any ideas, and welcomes any input. 
Bailey made a motion, second by Duke to adjourn at 8:03 p.m. Motion carried. 








_______________________









Rhonda Elliott, Mayor

________________________

Sonya Kennon, Town Clerk 

