Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, October 8, 2019, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 1907 Louisiana Street.  Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order and opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Sonya Kennon called roll.  Present: Mayor Elliott, Madge Bailey, and Michael Duke, Anthony Fenoli, Joel Sims and Ashley Crawford. Various members of the public were present.

 Bailey made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the agenda. Motion carried.

Presentations and Comments from the Public: 

· Nicki Blackwell – Ms. Blackwell expressed her concern for driving safety at the intersections of Highway 165-Highway 127 and Highway 127-Highway 125. Ms. Blackwell stated that she has on numerous occasions, seen near accidents, and almost had an accident herself. The opening of a new convenience store has drawn more traffic, causing congestion in that area. Ms. Blackwell is in hopes that there will be something done in this area to help control the issue, and prevent someone being injured or killed. Mayor Elliott and Chief Smith assured Ms. Blackwell that numerous letters and calls have been made concerning this matter, and the issue is being addressed.  Chief Smith stated that he has been in touch with DOTD and the engineer he needs to speak with is out due to medical issues. 
Sims made a motion, second by Fenoli, to approve the September 2019 regular meeting minutes.  Motion Carried.

Fenoli made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the September 2019 bills as presented.  Motion carried.

Fenoli made a motion, second by Crawford, to approve the September 2019 financial statement as presented.  Motion carried.

· Fire Department – Chief Joe Thompson gave the written fire report for September. Thompson stated there has been one new member join the department. All equipment is in operational condition. The department responded to 7 alarms in September. The department members attended a business meeting, and two training meetings in September, as well as a 3 hour LSU class. Mr. Atwell then took the floor and announced that the department has the honor of hosting the 105th annual Louisiana State Firemen’s Association Conference in July 2020 in Marksville, Louisiana, due to Chief Joe Thompson being named the LSFA President. Mr. Atwell is visiting all fire departments throughout the parish, asking for contributions of $500 to help with expenses for this event, though any and all donations will be greatly appreciated. Donations can be made until May 2020. Crawford made a motion, second by Fenoli, to donate $500 to the department to assist with expenses in holding this conference.  
· Police Report – The September 2019 police report was given by Chief Daniel Smith. 105 citations issued, $26790.50 was collected in fines and court cost, the department responded to 72 incidents, 7 arrests, and 4 dog complaints. 
· Public Works Department – Mayor Elliott delivered the September 2019 Superintendent’s report. 
Bailey made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the reports as presented. Motion

carried.

Sims made a motion, second by Crawford, to open the Public Hearing for Ordinance 2019-009: An Ordinance adopting the establishment of a school zone and speed limit for Blake Street. Motion carried. 

Bailey made a motion, second by Duke, to close the Public Hearing for Ordinance 2019-009: An Ordinance adopting the establishment of a school zone and speed limit for Blake Street. Motion carried.

Fenoli made a motion, second by Crawford, to ADOPT Ordinance 2019-009 – An Ordinance adopting the establishment of a school zone and speed limit for Blake Street. Motion carried. 


Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to issue a Proclamation proclaiming the month of October as Vaping Awareness Month. Motion carried. 

 
Mayor Elliott announced that she had received a Capital Outlay request for the operation budget for the sidewalk project funded with state surplus funds that will not require a match. Nuisance properties were discussed as requested by the council. Mayor Elliott wishes to thank everyone that helped Homecoming 2019 a success.   
Bailey made a motion, second by Crawford, to adjourn at 7:43 p.m. Motion carried. 
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Rhonda Elliott, Mayor

________________________

Sonya Kennon, Town Clerk 

