Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, June 16, 2020, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 1907 Louisiana Street.  Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order and Joel Sims opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Sonya Kennon called roll.  Present: Mayor Elliott, Madge Bailey, Michael Duke, and Ashley Crawford. Absent: Anthony Fenoli. Various members of the public were present.

Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the agenda. Motion carried. 
Bailey made a motion, second by Crawford, to approve the May 2020 regular meeting minutes. Motion Carried.

Sims made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the May 2020 bills as presented.  Motion carried.

Duke made a motion, second by Crawford, to approve the May 2020 financial statement as presented.  Motion carried.

· Fire Department – Chief Joseph Thompson gave the written fire report for May 2020. Chief Thompson stated there had been one addition in membership. All equipment is in operational condition. The department responded to 3 alarms in May. Chief Thompson stated that LSU Training Classes have resumed in the parish with the OVFD hosting the first class of over 30 firemen from all over the parish attending. 
· Police Report – The May 2020 police report was given by Chief Daniel Smith. 88 citations issued for May, $18913.81 was collected in fines and court cost, the department responded to 40 incidents, 7 arrest, and 5 dog complaints.  
· Public Works Department – Mayor Elliott delivered the May 2020 Superintendent’s report. Mayor Elliott stated that the asphalt has been laid on Olive Street and work has begun on Washington, Lincoln, and Jefferson Street. Mayor Elliott stated that on Tuesday, June 9th, we had a bid opening for the Clean Water State Revolving Loan fund which is for lift station renovations. The bid was awarded to Dixie Overland Construction. 
Bailey made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the reports as presented. Motion carried.
Duke made a motion, second by Bailey, to issue a proclamation proclaiming May 24, 2020 as “Sammy Franklin Day”. Motion carried.
Sims made a motion, second by Bailey, to open the public hearing regarding Ordinance 2020-006: An ordinance adopting the annual budget of revenues and expenditures for the fiscal year July 01, 2020 to June 30, 2021 and the amended budget for fiscal year July 01, 2019 to June 30, 2020, for the Town of Olla, Louisiana. Motion Carried

There being no comments or questions from the public, Bailey made a motion, second by Sims, to close the public hearing regarding Ordinance 2020-06: An ordinance adopting the annual budget of revenues and expenditures for the fiscal year July 01, 2020 to June 30, 2021 and the amended budget for fiscal year July 01, 2019 to June 30, 2020, for the Town of Olla, Louisiana. Motion Carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Sims, to ADOPT Ordinance 2020-006: An ordinance adopting the annual budget of revenues and expenditures for the fiscal year July 01, 2020 to June 30, 2021 and the amended budget for fiscal year July 01, 2019 to June 30, 2020, for the Town of Olla, Louisiana. Motion Carried.
Crawford made a motion, second by Bailey, to introduce Ordinance 2020-07, and to schedule a Public Hearing, July 14, 2020 at 7:00 P.M., an Ordinance authorizing the issuance of not exceeding Eight Hundred Forty-Five Thousand Dollars ($845,000) of Taxable Sales Tax Bonds (DEQ), Series 2020, of the Town of Olla, State of Louisiana; prescribing the form, terms and conditions of said Bonds; providing for the payment thereof; awarding said Bonds to the purchaser thereof; authorizing the execution of a Loan and Pledge Agreement and other loan documents with the Louisiana  Department of Environmental Quality (the "Department"); providing for the delivery of the Bonds to the Department; and providing for other matters in connection therewith. Motion carried. 
Duke made a motion, second by Bailey, to appoint The Jena Times-Olla-Tullos-Urania Signal as the Official Journal for the Town of Olla for the Fiscal year 2020-2021. Motion carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Sims, to appoint the Olla Branches of Southern Heritage Bank, Catahoula LaSalle Bank, and the Vidalia branch of Concordia Bank & Trust Co. as the Town of Olla’s official depositories for the fiscal year 2020-2021. Motion carried. 
Mayor Elliott announced that the town has not started planning Homecoming until she sees how things are going to be with school reopening, and Covid-19 restrictions still in place. Mayor Elliott also announced that Olla Independent Youth Baseball will be utilizing our sports complex this summer and that work has already begun on the fields and they are looking good. Mayor Elliott stated that DOTD officially authorized the permit for the downtown sidewalk project to begin. If you look at the plans, changes had to be made in order to comply with DOTD guidelines. The new sidewalk will begin in front of the old bank building and extend to the Farmers’ Market, with curbing around the market and a loading zone facing Highway 127. In order to meet DOTD guidelines, parking on Front Street will now have to be parallel. 
Bailey made a motion, second by Sims to adjourn at 7:43 p.m. Motion carried. 
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