Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, December 08, 2020, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 1907 Louisiana Street.  Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order and Joel Sims opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Sonya Kennon called roll.  Present: Mayor Elliott, Joel Sims, Anthony Fenoli, Madge Bailey, Michael Duke, and Ashley Crawford. Various members of the public were present.

Crawford made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried. 

Presentations and Comments from the Public: 

· Cynthia Cockerham – Mrs. Cockerham spoke to the council on the need for rural broadband internet and asked that they please consider adopting the resolution being made during this meeting.
 Crawford made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the November 2020 regular meeting minutes. Motion Carried.

Fenoli made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the November 2020 bills as presented.  Motion carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the November 2020 financial statement as presented.  Motion carried.

· Fire Department – Chief Thompson gave the written fire report for November 2020. Thompson stated they have had 2 new members join the department. All equipment is in operational condition. The department responded to 5 alarms in November. 
· Police Report – The November 2020 police report was given by Chief Daniel Smith. 126 citations issued for November, $13080.55 was collected in fines and court cost, the department responded to 46 incidents, 8 arrest, and 3 dog complaints. 
· Public Works Department – Mayor Elliott delivered the November 2020 Superintendent’s report. Mayor Elliott stated that she is in process of submitting all the pictures and narrative to the state regarding our sanitation survey. 
Bailey made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the reports as presented. Motion carried.

Fenoli made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the Alcoholic Beverage Permit Renewal for Speedy Mac’s, owned and operated by Chris McDougald/Four M Oil – 4238 US Highway 165, Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried.
Crawford made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the Occupational License for J&C Sporting Goods, owned and operated by J&C Consulting, Inc. - 3215 Main Street (Highway 165), Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried.

Fenoli made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the six-month contract with Pleasant Ridge Water System at the same rate of $3.50 per 1000 gallons. Motion carried. 

Fenoli made a motion, second by Duke to approve the six-month contract with Urania Water System at the same rate of $3.50 per 1000 gallons. Motion carried.

Duke made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the appointment of James Brown (succeeding himself) as Commissioner of the Housing Authority of the Town of Olla, with the term to expire December 31, 2025. Motion carried.



Fenoli made a motion, second by Sims to ADOPT Resolution 2020-011: A Resolution in support of Broadband High-Speed Internet Service.  Motion carried. 

Fenoli made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the amendment of Ordinance 2006-221 to include the wording, International Building Code, 2006 or current edition. Motion carried. 

Mayor Elliott stated that the sidewalk project is progressing at a slower rate than anticipated due to weather conditions and extra layers of concrete being found. Mayor Elliott was contacted to meet with the contractor about the old bank building. There were concerns that it may not be structurally sound enough to withstand the cutting and vibration from the machines being used to take up the concrete and not cause damage to the buildings. Mayor Elliott contacted our building inspector, Chris Wiley, and he told the contractor that the building had already been assessed and in line to be condemned, as is the building next door, if the owners do not make efforts to repair the buildings or demolish them. The contractor stated that both buildings are without roofs and poses a potential threat. Mayor Elliott stated that she would hate to see the two buildings demolished due to the history behind them, but they are a liability in the condition they are in. Mayor Elliott has spoken to the owners of both building about the condition and was told by one of the owners that she was going to repair the building, but nothing has been done. The building inspector suggested we issue letters to inform them of the timelines the state grants in getting something done with these buildings. Mayor Elliott received three checks for the damages that occurred during Hurricane Laura that will enable us to begin to rebuild the farmers’ market and make repairs to the records building. The amount sent for damages to the Dixie Center does not begin to fix the issues with the roof, much less any other damage. Mayor Elliott has been trying to obtain the estimates from the second adjuster which includes damages from Hurricane Delta but has had no luck with this as to date. Mayor Elliott has been in contact with Community Financial Insurance Company and they are going to try to motivate the independent adjustor to submit their estimates as soon as possible. Mayor Elliott stated that she regrets that we are unable to have our Courtyard Christmas and our parade this year, due not only to COVID-19, but also because of the Downtown Sidewalk & Fencing project. The courtyard has been poured, but the sidewalks are being dug up at this time. Mayor Elliott also stated that we would not be able to decorate the downtown area due to the construction work but is looking forward to next year. Hopefully, things will then be back to normal. 
Bailey made a motion, second by Crawford, to adjourn at 7:26 p.m. Motion carried. 
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Rhonda Elliott, Mayor

________________________

Sonya Kennon, Town Clerk 

