Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, January 12, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 1907 Louisiana Street.  Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order and Joel Sims opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Sonya Kennon called roll.  Present: Mayor Elliott, Joel Sims, Anthony Fenoli, Madge Bailey, Michael Duke, and Ashley Crawford. Various members of the public were present.

Bailey made a motion, second by Fenoli, to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried. 

There being no presentations or comments from the public, Mayor Elliott proceeded to the next item.
 Fenoli made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the December 2020 regular meeting minutes. Motion Carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the December 2020 bills as presented.  Motion carried.

Fenoli made a motion, second by Crawford, to approve the December 2020 financial statement as presented.  Motion carried.

· Fire Department – Chief Thompson gave the written fire report for December 2020. Thompson stated they have had 3 new members join the department. All equipment is in operational condition. The department responded to 2 alarms in December. 
· Police Report – The December 2020 police report was given by Chief Daniel Smith. 110 citations issued for December, $26148.50 was collected in fines and court cost, the department responded to 47 incidents, 4 arrest, and 2 dog complaints. 
· Public Works Department – Mayor Elliott delivered the December 2020 Superintendent’s report. Mayor Elliott stated that she has been in contact with some other agencies that sell chlorine and phosphorus and getting prices to compare to what we are paying now in the hopes of being able to save some money when purchasing these chemicals. Mayor Elliott stated the chain at the sewer plant is showing some wear and they are having trouble with it slipping, so the chain and bushings need to be replaced soon. 

Bailey made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the reports as presented. Motion carried.
Sims made a motion, second by Fenoli, to appoint Dorroh & Kendrick Law Firm as the official attorney for the Town of Olla for the year 2021. Motion carried.

Duke made a motion, second by Sims, to appoint Sonya Kennon as the 2021 Town Clerk for the Town of Olla. Motion carried. 

Bailey made a motion, second by Duke, to appoint Dan Cornett as the 2021 Town Magistrate for the Town of Olla. Motion carried. 

Crawford made a motion, second by Fenoli to appoint Joel Sims as the 2021 Mayor Pro-Tem for the Town of Olla. Motion carried. 

Fenoli made a motion, second by Bailey to ADOPT Resolution 2021-001: A Resolution granting Mayor Rhonda Elliott authority to submit an application for the Community Water Enrichment Fund Program for the purchase of a VFD for Plum Street and sign any and all documents pertaining to the CWEF Grant FY 2020-2021. Motion carried.
Bailey made a motion, second by Crawford to ADOPT Resolution 2021-002: A Resolution granting Mayor Rhonda Elliott authority to submit an application for the 2020- 2021 Louisiana Government Assistance Program for the purchase of a 4” portable pump and sign any and all documents pertaining to the 2020-2021 LGAP Program. Motion carried. 


Mayor Elliott stated the contractor over our sidewalk project asked for our building inspector to inspect two of the buildings that do not have roofs on them at 2906 Front Street and 2914 Front Street. The mayor has received a letter recommending rehabilitation or demo of the buildings. A letter was sent to the owners stating the timelines that has been given for either permits to be obtained to rehab or timeline to demo at the owners’ expense. Mayor Elliott has spoken with each council member and stated that she realizes it is not the wishes of either of them, or herself, that these historic buildings be demolished. There is an ordinance stating that any resource which is a landmark and all resources within a preservation district (our historic district) must be preserved by the owner or such other person or persons as may have the legal custody or control thereof against decay and deterioration and free from structural defects. The owner or other person having legal custody and control thereof must repair such resources if it is found to have one or more of the following defects. The ordinance goes on to list 9 defects and these buildings meet at least 5 of these. Mayor Elliott is truly hoping that the owners will not choose to demolish the buildings, but rather rehabilitate them or sell them to someone who will rehab them. These buildings have been in disrepair for years, but our new downtown
sidewalk/courtyard project has brought focus on these two buildings because of the dangers they present. Mayor Elliott met with Mr. Davis from Louisiana Trust for Historic Preservation and discussed these buildings with him. One owner reached out to him and offered the building to them. 
Mayor Elliott has finally been able to get information of the damages Hurricane Delta caused to the Dixie Center. They are supposed to be sending a check for an additional $24,000.00 for further damages to the Dixie Center. Mayor Elliott met with the contractor again this week and he assured her they were going to be starting soon to get a roof on the Center to prevent any more damage from occurring. 
Mayor Elliott met with a representative from Dixie Overland this week. Dixie Overland has been moving equipment in and preparing to get started on the lift stations. They are currently storing materials at the town shop. 
Mayor Elliott has a meeting with the Police Jury Thursday regarding garbage pick-up. The Police Jury is looking to begin pick-up around April with a different company than the town of Olla is currently contracted with. The contract the town has with Waste Management does not expire until 12/31/2021, which leaves us approximately 8 months left of the current contract. The Police Jury is needing the town’s number to get the lower price on the parish pick-up. Mayor Elliott advised that due to the town being under contract until the end-of-the-year, we have no choice but to stay with our current provider until the contract is up. The Police Jury is proposing that the Town of Olla will have garbage pick-up twice a week for the next 8 months or so, one from the parish and the other from Waste Management. 
Bailey made a motion, second by Crawford, to adjourn at 7:22 p.m. Motion carried. 








_______________________









Rhonda Elliott, Mayor

________________________

Sonya Kennon, Town Clerk 

