Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, March 09, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 1907 Louisiana Street.  Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order, and Mr. Walter Dorroh opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Sonya Kennon called roll.  Present: Mayor Elliott, Anthony Fenoli, Madge Bailey, Ashley Crawford, Joel Sims, and Michael Duke. Various members of the public were present.

Presentations and Comments from the Public: 

·   State Representative Gabe Firment – Mr. Firment, spoke with the council on bringing Rural Broadband Internet to our rural areas.


Bailey made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried. 

 Fenoli made a motion, second by Crawford, to approve the February 2021 regular meeting minutes. Motion Carried.

Duke made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the February 2021 bills as presented.  Motion carried.

Fenoli made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the February 2021 financial statement as presented.  Motion carried.

· Fire Department – Ray Atwell gave the written fire report for February 2021. Atwell stated that all equipment is in operational condition. The department responded to 3 alarms in February. The department members have been attending different LSU Fireman Training Classes throughout the month, as well as Zoom classes. 
· Police Report – The February 2021 police report was given by Chief Daniel Smith. 92 citations issued for February 2021, $23405.75 was collected in fines and court cost, the department responded to 51 incidents, 3 arrests, and 1 dog complaint. 
· Public Works Department – Mayor Elliott delivered the February 2021 Superintendent’s report. Mayor Elliott stated that during the snow/ice storm, the Jackson St Lift Station’s two new pumps and check valves froze and cracked. We had to get Dixie Overland to come and put that station on by-pass during the freeze. The new pumps are equipped with casing heaters and should not have frozen. As a precaution, Mayor Elliott had the Public Works Department tarp the new lift stations and put heat lamps on them to ensure that none of the others cracked until we could determine what happened. It was discovered that the breaker for the casing heater at Jackson Street was tripped and was wired differently than the others. The Town of Olla will be responsible for the by-pass pump we used but they are filing the pumps under their Builders’ Risk Policy. The Mayor stated that we also had some issues with the VFD on London Street because of wiring, but this has been corrected. 
Mayor Elliott stated that while installing the new lift station at Olympia Estates Apartments, the contractor found that where the force main is tied in, it is gravity pipe rather than pressurized pipe. The contractor is going to dig to see if there is pressurized pipe anywhere. This will have to be fixed and it is not in the bid for the lift stations. There is some residual money from the loan that the town can use to fix this. Mayor Elliott had planned on not having to borrow as much as we had initially planned but appears that this cannot be avoided at this point. 
Mayor Elliott stated that we are having issues with our integralert alarm showing inaccurate chlorine residuals, but when tested, the chlorine is within normal range, so we are going to have it cleaned and recalibrated. The first day back from the snow/ice storm we were reported to the state for high chlorine. A solenoid that feeds the chlorine had stuck in the open position. The issue was taken care of as soon as it was discovered, but regardless, the State of Louisiana showed up to draw samples.  

Mayor Elliott also stated that the sewer plant parts are on order but will not be here until April. 
Fenoli made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the reports as presented. Motion carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Crawford to ADOPT Resolution 2021-003: A resolution authorizing the town to state their intent to maintain permit requirements as set forth by national pollutant discharge elimination system to prevent wastewater permit violation and other matters with respect thereto. Motion carried. 


Duke made a motion, second by Sims, to ADOPT Resolution 2021-004: A Resolution adopting the week of April 05-April 09, 2021 as National Community Development Week. The Town of Olla is/has been a participant in the Community Developments Block Grant Program (CDBG) which funds public infrastructure, economic development, and housing programs in this community. Motion carried. 

Bailey made a motion, second by Fenoli, to ADOPT Resolution 2021-005: A resolution adopting the Town of Olla Cafeteria Plan. Motion carried. 

Fenoli made a motion, second by Bailey, to issue a Proclamation proclaiming the month of April as Fair Housing Month. Motion carried. 


Bailey made a motion, second by Duke, to issue a Proclamation proclaiming the week of April 5-9, 2021, as Community Development Block Grant Program Month. Motion carried. 
Sims made a motion, second by Fenoli, to approve the Occupational License for Olla Motel, owned and operated by Jodi Bradford - 4593 Main Street (Highway 165), Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried.
Mayor Elliott stated there have been more issues at the courtyard with ponding. The contractor is now removing some concrete to correct this situation. Mayor Elliott stated that we are still waiting for repairs to begin on the Dixie Center and dealing with insurance regarding the repairs. The tables had been moved to the rear of the Dixie Center to keep them from getting damaged, but with the last heavy rain we had, the back of the building leaked and some of the tables are now warped. 
The old bank building is being sold with paperwork in process at present. 

Mayor Elliott spoke with Ken Free with DOTD this morning about the update on the traffic report at LA 127 & Hwy 165. He said that the traffic volume was too low to warrant a traffic signal but that he would go back next week and do a manual count. Mayor Elliott advised him that many people are avoiding this intersection and traveling the back roads because of the traffic and the number of accidents that are occurring at this location. Mayor Elliott emailed a copy of all traffic accidents that have occurred from January 2020 through January 2021 at this intersection. Two of the accidents were while approaching the turning lanes to turn at Olive Street. There was a total of 16 accidents. Mayor Elliott will be meeting with Mr. Free next week and they are going to go to the intersection during a peak time to observe the congestion that is taking place. Mr. Free advised that he is afraid that a traffic signal placed there will result in more accidents because people are not used to stopping there. 
Mayor Elliott stated that the April 13, 2021 Council Meeting has been rescheduled to Monday, April 19, 2021, due to her husband having surgery that day and the Mayor Pro-Tem not being available to preside over the meeting.
Crawford made a motion, second by Fenoli, to adjourn at 7:36 p.m. Motion carried. 
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Rhonda Elliott, Mayor

________________________

Sonya Kennon, Town Clerk 

