Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Monday, April 19, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 1907 Louisiana Street.  Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order, and Joel Sims opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Sonya Kennon called roll.  Present: Mayor Elliott, Madge Bailey, Ashley Crawford, Joel Sims, and Michael Duke. Absent: Anthony Fenoli. Various members of the public were present.

Presentations and Comments from the Public: 

·    Carla Bratton – Ms. Carla Bratton was present for the meeting. Prior to the start of the meeting, Mr. Walter Dorroh stated for the record, that Ms. Bratton was being served with paperwork about options to repair 2912 Front Street or have said property demolished as it has been condemned by the building inspector of the Rapides Parish Planning Commission. Mr. Dorroh stated that a Hearing will be held Tuesday, May 11, 2021, in reference to this matter. 

Crawford made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried. 

 Bailey made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the March 2021 regular meeting minutes. Motion Carried.

Sims made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the March 2021 bills as presented.  Motion carried.

Duke made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the March 2021 financial statement as presented.  Motion carried.

· Fire Department – Joe Thompson gave the written fire report for March 2021. Chief Thompson stated there had been no changes in membership. Thompson stated that all equipment is in operational condition. The department responded to 4 alarms in March. 
· Police Report – The March 2021 police report was given by Chief Daniel Smith. 108 citations issued for March 2021, $29890.78 was collected in fines and court cost, the department responded to 35 incidents, 3 arrests, and 7 dog complaints. Chief Smith asked the council to consider approval of hiring a part-time officer. Duke made a motion, second by Sims, to hire Officer Dustin Nelson. Motion carried. 
· Public Works Department – Mayor Elliott delivered the March 2021 Superintendent’s report. Mayor Elliott stated that the motor on the blower at the Ground Storage Tank went out and had to be taken to the shop to be rebuilt. During this time, sampling was done and the THMs at Dalmation Lane was 85 vs 48 the previous year at this time. We passed testing, but with summer coming on THMs increase. The blower is now back in operation. Mayor Elliott stated that the chlorinators at the Ground Storage Tank had to be rebuilt. Mayor Elliott also stated that we are having the elevated tank inspected. The parts have finally come in for the sewer pond and repairs will begin within the next week. 

Sims made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the reports as presented.      Motion carried.
Duke made a motion, second by Sims, to accept the bid of $75,200.00 presented by David B. Womack Contractor, LLC to rebuild the Farmers’ Market at 2990 Front Street. 

Mayor Elliott stated that the Courtyard/Sidewalk Project is nearing completion. They are having issues finding a brick layer for the wall at the present. 
The contractor advised us there has been a price increase for the Farmers’ Market since the quote he first issued. The increase was $13,000.00 and there will be a delay in getting the materials of 13-14 weeks out.

Mayor Elliott met with officials from DOTD about a traffic light at the intersection of Highway 127 and Highway 165. The DOTD was presented with accident reports from January 2020-January 2021, and there were 14 accidents at the intersection and 2 in the turning lane between Olive Street and Speedy Mac’s convenience store. Mayor Elliott received a letter from them last week stating that they did an automated 24-hour traffic count for 7 days, and did a manual traffic count to determine vehicle types and turning movements, an analysis of crash data, and timing to determine the average time delay on Highway 127 due to traffic on Highway 165:
1. They found that the traffic count during the 7 days was not sufficient to warrant a traffic light. 

2. The number of accidents recorded in the 12-month timeline was slightly above the threshold established and warranted further investigation. If this threshold is exceeded, traffic volumes only need to be 80% of the volume required to warrant a signal. However, traffic volumes did not exceed the 80% level. 
3. The study found the average wait time for vehicles on Highway 127 was less than 20 seconds, and the maximum wait time was just over a minute, with vast majority of vehicles waiting less than 10 seconds. Officials advised the average wait time with a traffic signal would be upwards of 30 seconds, and some would wait longer than 1 minute, indicating that a traffic light would not help eliminate delays. As a result of these findings, DOTD will be unable to provide the requested traffic signal at US Highway 165 and La Highway 127. Because of the concern we expressed with the number of accidents, they said they would conduct a speed study in this area to see if the speed limit could be lowered from 50 MPH to 45 MPH. 

Mayor Elliott stated that because of the previous hurricanes, the structural engineer wants to “pothole” all 6 columns of the Farmers’ Market by cutting out and adding 2-foot to the width, so basically it will be a 4-foot square to secure the columns to. This will be an additional cost of approximately $10,000.00. 

Mayor Elliott stated that she has been notified that the town received the 20-21 LCDBG (Louisiana community Block Grant) funding we applied for. This grant is in the amount of $957,100.00 with local funds of $42,900.00 to total $1,000,000.00. This grant is for a 250,000-gallon bolted steel Ground Storage Tank with glass fused to steel coating, upgraded electrical service, lighting, Ground Storage Tank controls, granular activated carbon water treatment plant, and new chlorination equipment. Mayor Elliott stated that by receiving this LCDBG grant the town will now have to have a new water and sewer rate study done as part of the grant requirements. 
Crawford made a motion, second by Bailey, to adjourn at 7:31 p.m. Motion carried. 
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