Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, June 08, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 1907 Louisiana Street.  Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order, and Joel Sims opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Sonya Kennon called roll.  Present: Mayor Elliott, Madge Bailey, Joel Sims, and Michael Duke. Absent: Anthony Fenoli and Ashley Crawford. Various members of the public were present.

Sims made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the agenda as amended. Motion carried.


Presentations and Comments from the Public: 

· Walter Dorroh spoke to the council and Ms. Carla Bratton Ashworth, explaining that the buildings at 2914 Front Street and the old Olla State Bank Building have been condemned during the construction of the Downtown Sidewalk Project. The Olla State Bank Building has been purchased and plans are being drawn up for renovations. Ms. Carla Bratton Ashworth chose not to sell her building, so she has the option to bring it up to building code, or have it demolished by the town, which the town desires not to do because of the historic significance of the building. After several attempts to contact Ms. Bratton Ashworth, she agreed to submit a rehabilitation plan to be approved by the engineer and town building inspector within thirty days. From the time the plan is approved, she has six months to complete the rehabilitation project. Should Ms. Bratton Ashworth not submit the required plans within the thirty days from June 08, 2021, or not make satisfactory progress within the agreed timelines, the board of alderman may in its sole discretion order the building demolished and destroyed. Bailey made a motion, second by Duke, to accept the proposal made by Mr. Walter Dorroh. 
Duke made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the May 2021 regular meeting minutes. Motion Carried.

Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the May 2021 bills as presented.  Motion carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the May 2021 financial statement as presented.  Motion carried.

· Fire Department – Chief Joe Thompson gave the written fire report for May 2021. Atwell stated there had been no changes in membership and stated that all equipment is in operational condition. The department responded to 3 alarms in May. 
· Police Report – The May 2021 police report was given by Chief Daniel Smith. 114 citations issued for May 2021, $28,242.90 was collected in fines and court cost, the department responded to 34 incidents, 6 arrests, and 7 dog complaints. 
· Public Works Department – Mayor Elliott delivered the May 2021 Superintendent’s report. Mayor Elliott stated that starting the week of June 7th, Waste Connections will have a 3rd party vendor start delivering carts to each house and small business in LaSalle Parish. Residents must have their 911 sign up to aid in trash can deliveries. Each resident and small business that does not have a dumpster will be issued a 95-gallon blue cart with black lid, and a serial number/barcode that will be scanned to your address. If your small business or residence needs more than 1 cart, you will be able to purchase additional carts, gray with a black lid, for $70 each and have those picked up on the same day as their normal pick-up. Additional carts can be obtained by calling Jenny at 318-992-5571 to be put on a list for the additional carts. You may also stop by the Transfer Station (Old LaSalle-Grant Landfill Office) located at 255 LaSalle landfill Road or Highway 127 9 miles North of Jena. The gray carts must be pre-paid, and they are first come, first serve. Any business requiring more than 3 carts will need to make arrangements for a dumpster to be delivered. Mayor Elliott stated that Olla will continue to have trash pick-up from Waste Management on Wednesdays until December 31,2021 when the contract expires. 
Mayor Elliott stated that she has received notice of some “soft” spots in the asphalt at the Olla Housing Authority complex that was just completed. The contractor has been contacted and as soon as weather permits, repairs for these issues will begin. 
Mayor Elliott stated that parts for the Gravely mower still have not come in, so mowing in some areas cannot happen due to the Kubota being too heavy to get to those areas. We are trying the best we can to mow and weed-eat, but the weather has greatly hindered these efforts.
Bailey made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the reports as presented.      Motion carried.
Duke made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the adoption of Resolution 2021-006: A resolution adopting the Tax Millage for the Tax Year 2021. Motion carried.
Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to issue a Proclamation honoring Dr. Kenneth Paul Mauterer, Jr. Motion carried. 

“Item 10” of the agenda was moved to Presentations and Comments from the Public as shown above, per Walter Dorroh Jr.’s request. 
Duke made a motion, second by Sims, to renew the water rate contract with Pleasant Ridge at the same rate of $3.50 per 1000 gallons.  Motion carried. 

Bailey made a motion, second by Duke, to renew the water rate contract with Town of Urania Water System at the same rate of $3.50 per 1000 gallons. Motion carried. 

Duke made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the quote from Stone Oak Insurance submitted by Community Financial for the Town of Olla’s insurance. Motion carried.

Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to appoint The Jena Times-Olla-Tullos-Urania Signal as the Official Journal for the Town of Olla for the Fiscal year 2021-2022. Motion carried. 

Bailey made a motion, second by Duke, to appoint the Olla Branches of Southern Heritage Bank and Concordia Bank & Trust, and also include the Vidalia branch of Concordia Bank & Trust Co. as the Town of Olla’s official depositories for the fiscal year 2021-2022. Motion carried. 
Duke made a motion, second by Sims, to open the public hearing regarding Ordinance 2020-001: An ordinance adopting the annual budget of revenues and expenditures for the fiscal year July 01, 2021, to June 30, 2022, and the amended budget for fiscal year July 01, 2020, to June 30, 2021, for the Town of Olla, Louisiana. Motion Carried

There being no comments or questions from the public, Bailey made a motion, second by Sims, to close the public hearing regarding Ordinance 2020-01: An ordinance adopting the annual budget of revenues and expenditures for the fiscal year July 01, 2021, to June 30, 2022, and the amended budget for fiscal year July 01, 2020, to June 30, 2021, for the Town of Olla, Louisiana. Motion Carried.

Sims made a motion, second by Bailey, to ADOPT Ordinance 2020-001: An ordinance adopting the annual budget of revenues and expenditures for the fiscal year July 01, 2021, to June 30, 2022, and the amended budget for fiscal year July 01, 2020, to June 30, 2021, for the Town of Olla, Louisiana. Motion Carried.

Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to approve spending $400 for the 4th of July fireworks. Motion carried. 
Mayor Elliott stated the new roof for the Dixie Center has been completed and the ceiling tile removed inside the Dixie Center. 

Mayor Elliott stated the asphalt is scheduled to be laid for the Sidewalk/Courtyard project this week, weather permitting. 

Mayor Elliott stated that she is in the process of completing paperwork for the LCDBG 2021 grant for our water system. 
Mayor Elliott stated the Olla Volunteer Fire Department confirmed last week that the annual Fourth of July Fireworks Program will happen this year! 

Mayor Elliott stated that she is still waiting to hear from our insurance company regarding the roof at the Holloway Building before we can begin the necessary repairs for the facility.  
Duke made a motion, second by Sims, to adjourn at 7:42 p.m. Motion carried. 








_______________________









Rhonda Elliott, Mayor

________________________

Sonya Kennon, Town Clerk 

