Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, July 14, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 1907 Louisiana Street.  Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order, and Walter Dorroh opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Sonya Kennon called roll.  Present: Mayor Elliott, Madge Bailey, Ashley Crawford, and Michael Duke. Absent: Anthony Fenoli and Joel Sims. Various members of the public were present.

Sims made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried.


Presentations and Comments from the Public: 

· Ms. Carla Bratton Ashworth appeared before the council with a framing plan at 2914 Front Street, Olla, Louisiana. 
Duke made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the June 2021 regular meeting minutes. Motion Carried.

Crawford made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the June 2021 bills as presented.  Motion carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Crawford, to approve the June 2021 financial statement as presented.  Motion carried.

· Fire Department – Chief Joe Thompson gave the written fire report for June 2021. Chief Thompson stated there had been no changes in membership and stated that all equipment is in operational condition. The department responded to 0 alarms in June. 
· Police Report – The June 2021 police report was given by Chief Daniel Smith. 116 citations issued for June 2021, $22,908.73 was collected in fines and court cost, the department responded to 25 incidents, 5 arrests, and 3 dog complaints. 
· Public Works Department – Mayor Elliott delivered the June 2021 Superintendent’s report. Mayor Elliott stated that all repairs at the sewer pond are complete, and the plant is back online. Mayor Elliott thanked the Police Jury for picking up the limbs we had on the side of the road and for patching Church and Ash Streets for the town. Mayor Elliott also stated that the UV light bank at the sewer pond need to be replaced, and that would cost the town approximately $40,000.00. 
Bailey made a motion, second by Crawford, to approve the reports as presented. Motion carried.
Bailey made a motion, second by Crawford, to open a discussion concerning the contract the town holds with Waste Management. Motion carried. Mayor Elliott explained that she had received a phone call from Waste Management letting her know the contract could possibly end before December 2021. Duke made a motion, second by Bailey, to close the discussion concerning the contract the town holds with Waste Management. Motion carried. 
Crawford made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the Occupational License for Ice Cold, owned and operated by Zach Banes - 3081 Roberts Street, Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried.

Mayor Elliott stated the company that did repairs to the Holloway building after the ice storm has been trying to get something permanently done through the town’s insurance company, but so far nothing has come of that. They are very discouraged and referred the town to a contractor who inspected the building and said we have major damage and is getting worse daily. There is now a black mold issue and will now involve replacing interior walls in some of the offices. As of yet, we still have no response from the insurance company. 
Mayor Elliott stated the sidewalk/courtyard project is almost complete, with just a few items on the punch list left to finish. Sod will be laid once the Farmers’ Market project is complete. Mayor Elliott stated the gazebo is in really bad shape as it has been moved multiple times. Boards have rotted and are missing, and there is no place for it now with the Courtyard and Farmers’ Market being connected. Mayor Elliott has been told that materials for the Farmers’ Market are still approximately three weeks out.
Mayor Elliott received an email Friday from DOTD stating that they are moving on plans to close Louisiana Street and upgrade the Cypress Street crossing. 
Mayor Elliott was informed that the LCDBG project for the new water plant and chlorination system will exceed the amount received on the grant, and we will have to use some of the ARP funding (America Rescue Plan) to complete it. The Ground Storage Tank price has increased $150,000.00 since it was quoted 2 years ago. Because we are the recipient of this grant, LCDBG requires the town to have a rate study done. Mayor Elliott is in the process of collecting all of the information for the rate study and there is a good chance our water rates will increase, but the Town of Olla has the lowest of any surrounding towns.
Mayor Elliott stated the exchange of property between Judy Moreau Duhon and the Olla Volunteer Fire Department is now complete. 

Mayor Elliott stated that she regrets that unforeseeable circumstances prevented our annual fireworks display. The Olla Volunteer Fire Department is planning a New Years’ Eve display if at all possible. Letters have been sent to all sponsors telling them of our plans and informed them if they wish to have a refund of their donation to please contact the Town of Olla. To date, the sponsors that Mayor Elliott has heard from said to keep the donation since fireworks have already been purchased and use them for New Years’ Eve. 
Duke made a motion, second by Crawford, to enter into Executive Session at 7:33 p.m. No action was taken during Executive Session. Duke made a motion, second by Bailey, to close Executive Session at 8:01 p.m.

Duke made a motion, second by Sims, to adjourn at 8:02 p.m. Motion carried. 
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Rhonda Elliott, Mayor
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Sonya Kennon, Town Clerk 

