Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, August 10, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 1907 Louisiana Street.  Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order, and Joel Sims opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Sonya Kennon called roll.  Present: Mayor Elliott, Madge Bailey, Ashley Crawford, Joel Sims, and Michael Duke. Absent: Anthony Fenoli. Various members of the public were present.

Bailey made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the agenda as amended. Motion carried.

Presentations and Comments from the Public: 

Appointed Chief of Police, Jody G. O’Bier, was sworn in by town attorney, Mr. Walter Dorroh. Mayor Elliott and all council members welcomed Chief O’Bier aboard.  
Sims made a motion, second by Crawford, to approve the July 2021 regular meeting minutes. Motion Carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the July 2021 bills as presented.  Motion carried.

Sims made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the July 2021 financial statement as presented.  Motion carried.

· Fire Department – Asst. Chief Ray Atwell gave the written fire report for July 2021. Mr. Atwell stated there has been one member added to the department and stated that all equipment is in operational condition. The department responded to 4 alarms in July. 
· Police Report – The July 2021 police report was given by Chief Jody O’Bier. 89 citations issued for July 2021, $27,410.58 was collected in fines and court cost, the department responded to 10 incidents, 2 arrests, and 6 dog complaints. 
· Public Works Department – Mayor Elliott delivered the July 2021 Superintendent’s report. Mayor Elliott stated that the Town of Olla has received a letter from the Governor stating that we have been approved for a grant in the amount of $14,700 through LGAP (Louisiana Government Assistance Program) for the portable gas engine driven bypass sewer pump we had requested. The new lifts stations previously installed are equipped with everything needed to use these pumps in the event of a power outage. 
Bailey made a motion, second by Crawford, to approve the reports as presented. Motion carried.
Duke made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the adoption of Resolution 2021-007: A resolution allowing CMR Construction & Roofing of Baton Rouge, LA to act on behalf of Town of Olla in repairing damages incurred to town property from last year’s hurricanes and the 2021 ice storm. Motion carried. 
Crawford made a motion, second by Duke, to INTRODUCE Ordinance 2021-002 and to Schedule a Public Hearing for September 14, 2021, at 7:00 P.M. – An Ordinance adopting the exchange of certain surplus property in accordance with LRS-33:4712. Motion carried.
Duke made a motion, second by Sims, to INTRODUCE Ordinance 2021-003 and to Schedule a Public Hearing for September 14, 2021, at 7:00 P.M. – An Ordinance amending the water rates, required by the LCDBG grant the town received. Motion carried.

Mayor Elliott stated that she had met with CMR Construction last week and the roof at the Dixie Center did not pass inspection and will have to be removed. 
Mayor Elliott stated that she had talked with Col. Ball last Wednesday and they had a meeting with the Governor concerning the storm shelters and the fact that the shelter in Olla had to be taken off the active list. Because of damages sustained during the ice storm and the lack of response from the insurance company, Governor Edwards offered to help the town with the insurance claim to expedite repairs. Mayor Elliott will be meeting with engineers Wednesday and Thursday regarding damages sustained at the shelter, the records building, and the Dixie Center. Next week, Mayor Elliott will meet with the Air Quality personnel that has to test the environment in the buildings that have been affected by mold. 

Mayor Elliott stated that she has been working with Family Dollar for the past couple of months to locate property for a store in town. Plans are being finalized in the acquisition of property for their store at this time.  Mayor Elliott has also been working with them about acquiring an alcohol permit. 
Mayor Elliott has been contacted by Hunt Lumber, Olla location, in reference to looking for employees, and to let everyone know that they can apply at the Olla, LA office. 

Crawford made a motion, second by Sims, to adjourn at 7:27 p.m. Motion carried. 
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