Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, September 14, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 1907 Louisiana Street.  Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order, and Joel Sims opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Sonya Kennon called roll.  Present: Mayor Elliott, Madge Bailey, Ashley Crawford, Joel Sims, Anthony Fenoli, and Michael Duke. Various members of the public were present.

Bailey made a motion, second by Crawford, to approve the agenda as amended. Motion carried.

Sims made a motion, second by Fenoli, to approve the August 2021 regular meeting minutes. Motion Carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the August 2021 bills as presented.  Motion carried.

Fenoli made a motion, second by Crawford, to approve the August 2021 financial statement as presented.  Motion carried.

· Fire Department – Chief Joe Thompson gave the written fire report for August 2021. Chief Thompson stated there had been no changes in membership to the department and stated that all equipment is in operational condition. The department responded to 3 alarms in July. Chief Thompson stated the department is storm ready and on standby in the event they should be needed. 

· Police Report – The August 2021 police report was given by Chief Jody O’Bier. 106 citations issued for August 2021, $22,961.95 was collected in fines and court cost, the department responded to 19 incidents, 1 arrest, and 3 dog complaints. Chief O’Bier asked the council to consider hiring two full-time employees, Tony Knapp, and Mia Trent. Chief O’Bier introduced them both to the council, and after a lengthy discussion, a motion was made by Fenoli, second by Duke, to amend the agenda to include hiring Deputy Knapp and Deputy Trent as full-time employees of the Olla Police Department. Motion carried. 
· Public Works Department – Mayor Elliott delivered the August 2021 Superintendent’s report. Mayor Elliott stated that the replacement for the Jackson Street lift station is in and at Dixie Overland’s shop. Mayor Elliott is waiting for a time frame for installation. Mayor Elliott stated the VFD’s have been installed at Louisiana Street, and Hope Street. Mayor Elliott let the council know the motor in one of the aerators at the sewer plant has gone out and we are checking to see if it is still under warranty.

Fenoli made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the reports as presented. Motion carried.

Mayor Elliott informed the council that Waste Management agreed to an early termination of the town’s garbage contract effective September 30, 2021.

A discussion was held regarding Downtown Homecoming, and due to construction beginning within the next two weeks, Homecoming will have to be postponed because of liability issues. Mayor Elliott stated that hopefully, next year we will be ready to resume the activities we all look forward to each year. 
Bailey made a motion, second by Crawford, to open the public hearing regarding Ordinance 2021-002: An ordinance authorizing the exchange of certain surplus property in accordance with LRS-33:4712. Motion Carried

There being no comments or questions from the public, Bailey made a motion, second by Crawford, to close the public hearing regarding Ordinance 2021-002: An ordinance authorizing the exchange of certain surplus property in accordance with LRS-33:4712. Motion Carried

Duke made a motion, second by Crawford, to ADOPT Ordinance 2021-002: An ordinance authorizing the exchange of certain surplus property in accordance with LRS-33:4712. Motion Carried

Fenoli made a motion, second by Crawford, to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-003: An ordinance amending/increasing water rates for Town of Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried. The LRWA (Louisiana Rural Water Association) rate study was mandated by requirements of the 2021 LCDBG grant for a new water treatment plant. 
There being no comments or questions from the public, Fenoli made a motion, second by Bailey, to close the public hearing regarding Ordinance 2021-003: An ordinance amending the water rates for the Town of Olla, Louisiana. Motion Carried
Sims made a motion, second by Fenoli, to ADOPT Ordinance 2021-003: An ordinance amending the water rates for the Town of Olla, Louisiana. Motion Carried.
Crawford made a motion, second by Sims, to INTRODUCE Ordinance 2021-004

and to Schedule a Public Hearing for October 12, 2021, at 7:00 P.M. – An Ordinance authorizing the sale of certain surplus property in accordance with LRS-33:4712, located behind property belonging to Otha Neel Allen and Glenda Joyce Allen on Olive Street. Motion carried.


Mayor Elliott announced that she had a meeting with personnel from DCFS (Louisiana Department of Children and Family Services) about the Commercial Building on Highway 165, and they suggested that due to the delay with our insurance company, that FEMA be contacted to see if they possible could help with the repairs until we receive insurance money to repay their efforts. Mayor Elliott stated that she had met with engineers and air quality specialist regarding damages sustained at the shelter, the records building, the Dixie Center, and police station. As of today, Mayor Elliott has not received those reports. 

Bailey made a motion, second by Crawford, to ENTER Executive Session at 7:30 P.M. No action was taken during the session. Sims made a motion, second by Crawford, to CLOSE Executive Session at 7:55 P.M. Motion carried. 
Fenoli made a motion, second by Sims, to adjourn at 7:55 P.M. Motion carried. 








_______________________









Rhonda Elliott, Mayor

________________________

Sonya Kennon, Town Clerk 

