Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, December 14, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 1907 Louisiana Street. Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order, and Joel Sims opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Sonya Kennon called roll. Present: Mayor Elliott, Joel Sims, Madge Bailey, Ashley Crawford, and Michael Duke. Absent: Anthony Fenoli. Various members of the public were present.



Bailey made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the agenda as amended. Motion carried.

Presentations and Comments from the Public: 

· Al Lenard – Mr. Lenard spoke to the council on a new broadband fiber optic internet line to be laid in Olla, Urania, and Tullos. 

Crawford made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the November 2021 regular meeting minutes. Motion Carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Crawford, to approve the November 2021 bills as presented. Motion carried.

Crawford made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the November 2021 financial statements which includes a “budget to actual” for revenue and expenditures on governmental and proprietary funds as presented. Motion carried.

· Fire Department – Mr. Ray Atwell gave the written fire report for November 2021. Mr. Atwell stated there was one new member added to the department and stated that all equipment is in operational condition. The department responded to 2 alarms in November. The department had 3 members go to Baton Rouge, Louisiana for a pyrotechnician class. All 3 members passed the class and are working towards getting their license online. 
· Police Report – The November 2021 police report was given by Chief Jody O’Bier. 114 citations issued for November 2021, $27901.50 was collected in fines and court cost, the department responded to 18 incidents, 2 arrest, and 2 dog complaints. Chief O’Bier asked the council to consider replacing one of the current full employees with another full-time employee. Motion carried. 
· Public Works Department – Mayor Elliott delivered the November 2021 Superintendent’s report. Mayor Elliott reported that she has received a bid for the aerator/mixer to be repaired and is currently trying to get other bids. Mayor Elliott stated the Water Sector grant has been postponed until January and the state wants to know how we wish to proceed with this since our LCDBG grant money is now not going to cover the cost of the treatment plant because of the surge in pricing. The Town of Olla is set to receive $100,000.00 front the WIIN (Water Infrastructure Improvements for the nation) grant but will not know about the Water Sector until sometime in February when the recipients will be notified. The Town of Olla had to send a letter stating our intentions and will be on hold until then to see if we are one of the recipients. 
Mayor Elliott stated that she has ordered a portable by-pass pump for the lift stations that will be purchased with the LGAP grant we received. We will have residual money from that grant, and Mayor Elliott wrote a letter to the state asking if we could use the rest of the money to offset the unexpected expenses that we are incurring at the Farmers’ Market due to the structural engineer requiring us to install helical pilings. Mayor Elliott received authorization last Monday to use the residual money for the Farmers’ Market. 
Bailey made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the reports as presented. Motion carried.
Crawford made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the Occupational License for Rocky Creek Auction, owned and operated by Marsha Hudson – 3368 Main Street (Hwy 165), Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Crawford, to approve the Occupational License for Last Minute Tanning & Spa, LLC, owned and operated by Skylar McCartney - 3035 Roberts Street, Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the Occupational License for Fox’s Pizza Den, owned and operated by James G. Bradford – 4513 Main Street (Hwy 165) Street, Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried.

Crawford made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the Occupational License for The Spa Room & Boutique, owned and operated by Katie R. Foy - 3035 Roberts Street, Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried.

Duke made a motion, second by Crawford, to approve the six-month contract with Pleasant Ridge Water System at the same rate of $3.50 per 1000 gallons. Motion carried. 

Bailey made a motion, second by Crawford to approve the six-month contract with Urania Water System at the same rate of $3.50 per 1000 gallons. Motion carried.


Crawford made a motion, second by Sims, to accept the resignation of James T. Brown as Commissioner of the Housing Authority of the Town of Olla. Motion carried.


Bailey made a motion, Second by Duke, to appoint Michael D. Taylor to fill the unexpired term for James T. Brown, term to expire 12.31.2025. Motion carried. 


Bailey made a motion, Second by Duke, to reappoint Sandra Carraway, term expires on 12.31.2026. Motion carried. 


Duke made a motion, second by Crawford, to ADOPT Resolution 2021-010: A Resolution stating that the Town of Olla will maintain the road approaches to the crossing and railroad white pavement and marking stop bars after the initial installation at the Cypress Street crossing. Motion carried.
Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to ADOPT Resolution 2021-011: A Resolution giving Mayor Elliott authority to sign or reject as appropriate, the easement agreement with Clearpath Fiber, LLC. Motion carried.

Mayor Elliott stated that they have started work on the Farmers’ Market and they have dug the holes for the helical pilings. 


Mayor Elliott announced that the Senior Christmas Dinner was a tremendous success. We had approximately 90 in attendance and took plates to others who were not able to attend. Mayor Elliott thanked the many sponsors whose generosity make it possible for us to have this for our senior citizens each year. They enjoyed it so much!

Mayor Elliott stated that the Olla Christmas Parade will be Saturday, December 18th, with line-up beginning at 5:30 p.m. at Olla Elementary School. Anyone interested in entering a float or vehicle is welcome to do so. According to the forecast it is supposed to rain Saturday, so a decision will be made on Saturday if we will be able to have the parade. 
Crawford made a motion, second by Duke, to adjourn 8:12 P.M. Motion carried. 








_______________________









Rhonda Elliott, Mayor

________________________

Sonya Kennon, Town Clerk 

