Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, April 12, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 2628 Central Avenue. Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order and opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Sonya Kennon called roll. Present: Mayor Elliott, Madge Bailey, Ashley Crawford, and Anthony Fenoli, and Joel Sims. Michael Duke was absent. 
Various members of the public were present: 
· Blake Phillips spoke with the council on the ITEP (Industrial Tax Exemption Program) Contract that the town had with Hunt Forest Products, LLC. 
· Fenoli made a motion, second by Crawford, to allow Tom Kendrick-Assessor to represent the Town of Olla to cancel the contract for Tax Year 2022 and going forward concerning the matter of the ITEP Notice of Non-Compliance for Hunt Forest Products, LLC, #20180046 (2019 Project) pending agreement with other parish taxing bodies. Motion carried. 

Bailey made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the agenda as amended. Motion carried. 
Bailey made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the March 2022 regular meeting minutes. Motion Carried.

Fenoli made a motion, second by Crawford, to approve the March 2022 bills as presented. Motion carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Fenoli, to approve the March 2022 financial statement as presented. Motion carried.

· Fire Department – Joseph Thompson gave the written fire report for March. Chief Thompson stated they had one new member join the department. All equipment is in operational condition. The department responded to 11 alarms in March. Chief Thompson stated that the department has been donated a 2001 Pierce 50FT Squirt Ladder Truck from Mansura, Louisiana. Truck and pump work great and is only in need of minor repairs. This will be a great asset for fires at locations with taller structures per Chief Thompson. 

· Police Report – The March 2022 police report was given by Chief Jody O’Bier. 168 citations issued, $19653.53 was collected in fines and court cost, the department responded to 11 incidents, 0 arrests, and 5 dog complaints. 
· Public Works Department – Mayor Elliott delivered the March 2022 Superintendent’s report. Mayor Elliott stated that the VFD panel and transmitter has been ordered for the water plant through the CWEF grant for a total of $15,999.00. The grant was for $15,000.00, leaving the town out $999.00. Mayor Elliott also stated that the Town of Olla has been authorized to advertise for bids on the water plant through LCDBG but since we are having to use the Water Sector Program grant to supplement the cost, she could not advertise for bids until receiving the Cooperative Endeavor Agreement from the Water Sector Program Grant. LCDBG had given thirty days to advertise for bids, so Mayor Elliott wrote a letter requesting an extension due to the wait for the Cooperative Endeavor Agreement. The request for extension was granted and she was given to May 27, 2022, to advertise. Mayor Elliott stated that since we have obtained the Water Sector Program grant, one of the requirements is to have another rate study conducted, as they will not recognize the one that was done for the CDBG grant.
Fenoli made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the reports as presented. Motion carried.

Sims made a motion, second by Bailey, to issue a Proclamation proclaiming the month of April as Fair Housing Month. Motion carried.
Bailey made a motion, second by Crawford, to issue a Proclamation proclaiming the month of April as Community Development Block Grant Program month. Motion carried.


Fenoli made a motion, second by Crawford, to ADOPT Resolution 2022-003, A Resolution adopting the week of April 11-April 15, 2022, as National Community Development Week. The Town of Olla is/has been a participant in the Community Developments Block Grant Program (CDBG) which funds public infrastructure, economic development, and housing programs in this community. Motion carried. 

Crawford made a motion, second by Fenoli, to ADOPT Resolution 2022-004, A Resolution adopting the appointments and authorization of individuals for compliance with the Water Sector regulations and authorizing Mayor Elliott to sign any and all documents pertaining to the Water Sector Grant. Motion carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Fenoli, to approve the Occupational/Peddlers License for Blue Taco, owned and operated by Casey Sandidge – 3386 Hwy 126 E. Grayson, Louisiana. Motion carried.

Crawford made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the Occupational License for The Highway Hygiene Carwash & Sno-Cones, owned and operated by Remi Enterprises, LLC - 3081 Roberts Street, Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried.

Crawford made a motion, second by Fenoli, to enter into Executive Session at 7:37 p.m. No action was taken during Executive Session. Bailey made a motion, second by Sims, to close Executive Session at 7:53 p.m.

Crawford made a motion, second by Sims, to allow Chief O’Bier to hire Brian Boney as a part-time patrol officer, replacing Joseph Cain’s full-time position. Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Elliott stated that we are nearing completion on the fascia boards on our new town hall building. Once complete, we will schedule an Open House that will be during normal office hours, at which time we will have refreshments. Mayor Elliott stated that the signage for the town hall has been ordered but will be several weeks before it comes in, and the lettering and branding has been applied to the front doors of the building. 

Mayor Elliott spoke with the council regarding a request for the town to sell 52’x150’ right-of-way on Highway 127. The council stated that it would have to be looked into more before making a decision.

Mayor Elliott stated that the area Baptist churches has been hosting a revival since Sunday night beginning at 7:00 P.M. each night. Special services have been daily beginning at 5:30 P.M. with special guest speaking honoring a specific group each night. A meal for the attendees is provided at the special service. Mayor Elliott stated that Wednesday night First Responders, Civil Servants, and Community Leaders will be honored. Mayor Elliott asked that everyone in that category please try to attend if possible. 


Mayor Elliott stated that a large order for trash bags has been placed. This is the first order placed since 2020 and the distributor informed us there has been 5 increases since we last ordered, causing us to have to increase the cost of bags to $13.00 per box of 50. 

Mayor Elliott took the time to commend Chief O’Bier and his department for all of their hard work. Mayor Elliott stated that for the first time in 10 years, the town has been able to put money into the Police Equipment account. This account is so needed, as this supplies the funding for cameras, uniforms and matches on grants for new patrol vehicles. Mayor Elliott stated the department just received new body cams and the video is excellent on them. 

Sims made a motion, second by Crawford to adjourn at 8:05 p.m. Motion carried. 








_______________________









Rhonda Elliott, Mayor

________________________

Sonya Kennon, Town Clerk 

