Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, October 11, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 2628 Central Avenue. Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order, and Joel Sims opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Sonya Kennon called roll. Present: Mayor Elliott, Joel Sims, Michael Duke, and Ashley Crawford. Absent: Anthony Fenoli and Madge Bailey. Various members of the public were present.

Crawford made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the agenda as amended. Motion carried.

Crawford made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the September 2022 regular meeting minutes. Motion Carried.

Crawford made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the September 2022 bills as presented. Motion carried.

Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the September 2022 financial statement as presented. Motion carried.

· Fire Department – Mayor Elliott gave the written fire report for September 2022. Mayor Elliott stated there had been no changes in membership and all equipment is in operational condition. The department responded to 4 alarms in September. 
· Police Report – The September 2022 police report was given by Chief Jody O’Bier. 185 citations issued for September 2022, $34090.54 was collected in fines and court cost, the department responded to 23 incidents, 9 arrests, and 3 dog complaints. Chief O’Bier spoke with the mayor and council in reference to retiring the old badges and giving them to the officers that wore them. Crawford made a motion, second by Sims, to retire the badges and disperse accordingly. Chief O’Bier also spoke with the mayor and council in reference to donating a small building to the Town of Urania for an evidence room. Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to donate the building. 
· Public Works Department – Mayor Elliott delivered the September 2022   Superintendent’s report. Mayor Elliott stated that the Louisiana lift station’s temporary repairs have been completed. We are currently waiting on materials to permanently fix the station. Once this is complete, the fence will have to be moved out to enclose the new repairs. 
Mayor Elliott stated that bids are being let next Tuesday, October 18, 2022, at 11:00 A.M. We have learned that our ground water has a higher occurrence of ammonia, and the ammonia is burning up the chlorine. The town is having to go to a chloramine system, rather than a chlorine one, thus causing a need for the storage tank to be sealed with a silicone sealant which is more expensive. Mayor Elliott is waiting on a quote for this now and will have to do an addendum to the grant for this. The carbon system that is going to be installed will use the natural ammonia from the well water for chloramines and we will have to inject the tank with liquid sulphate. 

Mayor Elliott spoke with Badger Meter and is trying to produce the most cost-effective way to upgrade our electronic meters without changing the gateway. Mayor Elliott was informed a couple of weeks ago that Badger’s system is changing, and we must change with them by the end of the year. Mayor Elliott and the council has decided that the best option is to have a phone line installed at the elevated tank, but this method entails finding someone who will climb the tank to connect it. 
Sims made a motion, second by Crawford, to approve the reports as presented. Motion carried.

Crawford made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the Occupational License for LaSalle Truck and Trailer Parts, LLC, owned and operated by David Moss – 4447 Main Street 165, Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried.
Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the Occupational License for Alkie’s, owned and operated by Lakhwinder Singh & Vasu Walia – 1783 Louisiana Street, Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried.
Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the Alcoholic Beverage Permit for Alkies – Lakhwinder Singh & Vasu Walia – 1783 Louisiana Street, Olla, Louisiana. Crawford Opposed. Motion carried. 
Senior Christmas Dinner was discussed and is planned for December 08, 2022, at 6:00 P.M.

Crawford made a motion, second by Sims, to appoint Mark Talley as interim magistrate. Motion carried. 
Mayor Elliott stated that repairs are being done at the Olla Police Department and the LaSalle parish Sub Station for damages incurred during the hurricanes of 2020 and the ice storm of 2021. The repairs are to be complete today at the Police Department. 
Mayor Elliott announced that Olla Downtown Homecoming plans are continuing, and booth spaces are still available. Anyone interest may contact the Olla Town Hall. Downtown Homecoming will be held Saturday, November 05, 2022. 

Mayor Elliott stated that no one is supposed to be in the courtyard playing baseball, football, softball, skateboarding, roller blading, or riding a bicycle. It is not a playground! There has been damage to the town’s outdoor furniture by those using the courtyard for purposes other than those intended. Anyone caught doing these things will be ticketed! There have been reports of groups of underage juveniles being on the street’s past curfew hours of 11:00 P.M. and this curfew will be strictly enforced. Vandalism will not be tolerated! 
Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to adjourn at 7:29 p.m. Motion carried. 
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Rhonda Elliott, Mayor

________________________

Sonya Kennon, Town Clerk 

