Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, December 13, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 2628 Central Avenue. Mayor Pro Tem Joel Sims called the regular monthly meeting to order, and Joel Sims opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Sonya Kennon called roll. Present: Mayor Pro-Tem Joel Sims, Michael Duke, Ashley Crawford, Madge Bailey. Various members of the public were present.

Bailey made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried.

Duke made a motion, second by Crawford, to approve the November 2022 regular meeting minutes. Motion Carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Crawford, to approve the November 2022 bills as presented. Motion carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the November 2022 financial statement as presented. Motion carried.

· Fire Department – Police Chief Jody O’Bier gave the written fire report for November 2022. Chief O’Bier stated there had been no changes in membership and all equipment is in operational condition. The department responded to 5 alarms in November. A request was made for a new valve for engine 4, and 8 buckets of Fire Aide. Bailey made a motion, second by Duke, to table the request till next month’s council meeting as more information was needed. 
· Police Report – The November 2022 police report was given by Chief Jody O’Bier. 97 citations issued for November 2022, $23,423.86 was collected in fines and court cost, the department responded to 14 incidents, 7 arrests, and 4 dog complaints. 
· Public Works Department – Mayor Pro Tem Joel Sims delivered the November 2022 Superintendent’s report due to Mayor Elliott having a family emergency: 
Mayor Elliott stated that the Town of Olla has finally been able to reach Brightspeed about the internet connection at the water tower. They have assured us it will be completed within two weeks.  
Mayor Elliott stated that we had two leaks over the weekend that resulted in our public works department having to work into the night and the next morning.
Mayor Elliott stated that LDH has adopted a letter grade schedule for water systems for accountability for drinking water infrastructure sustainability. The preliminary grades will be published 01/01/2023 and the final grade no later than 05/01/2023. These grades will have to be included in the Consumer Confidence Report (CCR). The paperwork that comes with this is unbelievable and has to be submitted by 01/31/2023. An outline that provides the standards for the letter grade has been supplied for you to look over. One of the requirements is that decision makers for a Public Water System must attend management training to receive extra credit points. It is a 4-hour LDH approved management training session that includes the mayor, clerk, council members, operators, etc. It is also time for the Sanitary Survey for the town, and that will be done January 10, 2023.
Crawford made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the reports as presented. Motion carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Crawford, to Introduce Ordinance 2022-002 and schedule a Public Hearing, January 10, 2023, at 7:00 P.M. An ordinance adopting the methods of Flood Damage Prevention for Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried.

Crawford made a motion, second by Duke, to renew the water rate contract with Pleasant Ridge at the same rate of $3.50 per 1000 gallons. Motion carried. 

Bailey made a motion, second by Duke, to renew the water rate contract with Town of Urania Water System at the same rate of $3.50 per 1000 gallons. Motion carried. 
Mayor Pro Tem Joel Sims gave the Mayor’s Comments due to family emergency:

Mayor Elliott stated that the annual Senior Citizen’s Dinner was be held Thursday, December 08, 2022, at 6:00 P.M. at the Olla First Baptist Church. We had a good turnout and fed approximately 90 people. Everyone seemed to enjoy themselves. 
Mayor Elliott stated that the Olla Christmas Parade will be held on Saturday, December 17,2022 with the crowning of Ms. Merry Christmas beginning at 5:30 P.M. in the Courtyard. Anyone wishing to enter a float, four wheelers, vehicles, etc. is welcome! The line-up will be at the Olla Elementary School. 

Mayor Elliott took the time to congratulate our new council members, Jessica Dunn and Keith Reichardt and Police Chief Jody O’Bier. We will have a swearing-in ceremony and reception when the commission papers are received. 
Bailey made a motion, second by Duke, to adjourn at 7:34 p.m. Motion carried. 
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Rhonda Elliott, Mayor

________________________

Sonya Kennon, Town Clerk 

