Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, January 10, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 2628 Central Avenue. Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order, and Joel Sims opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Rhonda Wise called roll. Present: Mayor Elliott, Joel Sims, Michael Duke, Jessica Dunn, Madge Bailey, and Keith Reichardt. Various members of the public were present.

Sims made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the agenda as amended. Motion carried.

Duke made a motion, second by Dunn, to approve the December 2022 regular meeting minutes. Motion Carried.

Duke made a motion, second by Dunn, to approve the December 2022 bills as presented. Motion carried.

Duke made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the December 2022 financial statement as presented. Motion carried.

· Fire Department – Anders Thompson gave the written fire report for December 2022. Thompson stated there had been one new member join the department. All equipment is in operational condition with the exception of the Brush Truck. The department responded to 0 alarms in December. Thompson stated that the transmission on the brush truck is out. It has been taken to Ball Transmission and will cost approximately $7000 to fix it. It has been determined that this cost is not worth it due to the age of the vehicle. The bed and slip in pump are in good shape, so the department is looking for a replacement chassis. The telescoping scene lights on Engine 4 were damaged by a structure fire in November. The department has discussed this with VFIS Insurance and there is a $1000 deductible on the insurance. The department is requesting a new set for E-4. The department is also requesting a new ball valve for E-4 for the booster line. The current valve came apart and the department is having to manually reach in and cut it on and off. The cost of this valve is $260.00. The department made a request to purchase a new fiberglass pike pole to replace an old wooden one on Engine 6, and the cost for that would be $175.00. The department is asking for approval to purchase 5 pails of FireAde Wetting Agent for use in a dedicated Scotty Pack for use in mop up after a structure fire. FireAde is an emulsifying agent that allows water to penetrate and put out hot spots. The cost will be $144.00 per 5-gallon pail, for a total of $720. This agent will help reduce the number of rekindles, saving wear and tear on the vehicles, along with fuel cost, and also save money by not having to pay firemen to go back repeatedly to the same fire locations. 
    The department has been having difficulty with the internet provided by Brightspeed. The department is researching AT&T First Net options and will report back to the council next month. 
· Police Report – The December 2022 police report was given by Chief Jody O’Bier. 179 citations issued for December 2022, $20890.60 was collected in fines and court cost, the department responded to 16 incidents, 5 arrests, and 6 dog complaints. 
· Public Works Department – Mayor Elliott delivered the December 2022 Superintendent’s report. Mayor Elliott stated that  she is waiting for a quote for installing the new gateway for our automated meters. The new ship date is supposed to be the middle of this week. Badger Meter has already phased out the 3G connection and went to 5G which the town has been trying for months to get thru CenturyLink/Brightspeed with no response to our many calls until recently when they said it would be installed in two weeks and we haven’t been able to reach anyone since then. Mayor Elliott decided to order an updated gateway instead of waiting any longer to get the internet line dropped. 

Mayor Elliott stated the town received our letter grade from LDH for our water system that was discussed at last month’s meeting. Our grade was an 89-B which is good, but we lost points on our complaint log. We are trying to find out why they deducted points, as we had all of the information that was required noted in the log.
Once we find out why the points were deducted, the necessary adjustments will  be made to prevent this from happening in the future. Mayor Elliott stated that she and I, Sonya Kennon, will be attending a 4 hour management training class on January 24, 2023, which also adds points to the letter grade. 

Mayor Elliott stated that she had been informed our sanitation survey has been moved to August of this year. 

Duke made a motion, second by Reichardt, to approve the reports as presented. Motion carried.

Sims made a motion, second by Bailey, to appoint Dorroh & Kendrick Law Firm as the official attorney for the Town of Olla for the year 2023. Motion carried.

Reichardt made a motion, second by Duke, to appoint Sonya Kennon as the 2023 Town Clerk for the Town of Olla. Motion carried. 

Bailey made a motion, second by Sims, to appoint Mark Talley as the 2023 Town Magistrate for the Town of Olla. Motion carried. 

Duke made a motion, second by Dunn, to appoint Joel Sims as the 2023 Mayor Pro-Tem for the Town of Olla. Motion carried. 
Bailey made a motion, second by Reichardt, to open the public hearing regarding Ordinance 2022-002: An ordinance adopting the methods of Flood Damage Prevention for Olla, Louisiana. Motion Carried

There being no comments or questions from the public, Dunn made a motion, second by Bailey, to close the public hearing regarding Ordinance 2022-02: An ordinance adopting the methods of Flood Damage Prevention for Olla, Louisiana. Motion Carried.

Sims made a motion, second by Dunn, to ADOPT Ordinance 2022-002: An ordinance adopting the methods of Flood Damage Prevention for Olla, Louisiana. Motion Carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Dunn, to approve the Alcoholic Beverage Permit for Speedy Mac’s – Four M Oil Company – 4238 Main Street, Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried. 

Dunn made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the appointment of Sandra Murphy, succeeding herself, as Commissioner of the Housing Authority of the Town of Olla, with the term to expire December 31, 2027. Motion carried. 
Mayor Elliott announced that the annual Christmas Parade was a big success, and everyone seemed to enjoy themselves.
Mayor Elliott stated that the new gateway for our automated meters is supposed to be in this week, and that she had sent a request for an electric company that installs these from West Monroe to submit a quote for installation, but has not received a response from them as of yet. The old gateway is now non-functional as Badger has turned off all 3G and is not utilizing 5G. This is the reason for purchasing a new gateway.  

Mayor Elliott took the time to congratulate our new council members, Jessica Dunn and Keith Reichardt, and our new Chief of Police, Jody O’Bier. Mayor Elliott stated that if she or anyone at the town hall could be of help, please feel free to contact us. 
Bailey made a motion, second by Duke, to adjourn at 7:26 p.m. Motion carried. 
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Rhonda Elliott, Mayor

________________________

Sonya Kennon, Town Clerk 

