Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, February 14, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 2628 Central Avenue. Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order, and Joel Sims opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Sonya Kennon called roll. Present: Mayor Elliott, Joel Sims, Michael Duke, Jessica Dunn, and Keith Reichardt. Madge Bailey was absent. Various members of the public were present.

Duke made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the agenda as amended. Motion carried.

Dunn made a motion, second by Reichardt, to approve the January 2023 regular meeting minutes. Motion Carried.

Reichardt made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the January 2023 bills as presented. Motion carried.

Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the January 2023 financial statement as presented. Motion carried.

· Fire Department – Mary Ann Thompson gave the written fire report for January 2023. Thompson stated there had been two new members join the department. The department responded to 2 alarms in January. Thompson stated that some of the equipment needs repair, and this is being done as the parts become available. The department received notification that all trucks passed the Pump Test. The department is still trying to find a replacement internet so the fire reports can be sent and files updated. 
· Police Report – The January 2023 police report was given by Chief Jody O’Bier. 186 citations issued for January 2023, $27423.45 was collected in fines and court cost, the department responded to 17 incidents, 3 arrests, and 1 dog complaint. Chief O’Bier asked the council to consider giving the part-time and full-time police officers a raise in pay comparable with other parishes. Duke made a motion, second by Dunn, to raise the part-time officers to $14.00 per hour, and full-time to $15.00 per hour. Motion carried. Chief O’Bier presented to the council the need for an additional body camera and 2 wireless surveillance cameras with 2 solar batteries. Sims made a motion, second by Duke, approving the purchase of the requested items. Motion carried. 
· Public Works Department – Mayor Elliott delivered the January 2023 Superintendent’s report. Mayor Elliott stated that the 2019 F-150 pick-up had to be towed to the dealership in Jena, Louisiana to be fixed. We got the vehicle back and the next day it was still having problems and wouldn’t crank. At this point it was returned to the dealership to be looked at again. They now think it’s a starter and battery issue. Mayor Elliott stated to the council that we need to be looking into purchasing a new public works vehicle, as the 1 ton is so expensive to operate and needs to be reserved for pulling the backhoe and trackhoe only, not for daily calls and services. Mayor Elliott stated that something like a Ford Ranger would likely get better gas mileage. 
Mayor Elliott stated that the gateway is supposed to be installed when the company gets the appropriate safety equipment they need to climb the elevated tank, and it should be in any day now.
Reichardt made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the reports as presented. Motion carried.

Dunn made a motion, second by Reichardt, to approve the Occupational License for SP 165 Service Center, owned and operated by Michael A Stricklin/Christopher Porter/Christopher Hobbs – 4245 Main Street 165, Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried.
Dunn made a motion, second by Reichardt, to approve the Occupational License for Smoker’s Paradise Plus, owned and operated by Albarkat Enterprise, INC. – 3530 Main Street 165, Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried.
Duke made a motion, second by Dunn, to ADOPT Resolution 2023-001 – A resolution authorizing Mayor Elliott to submit a pre-application for renovations of its Wastewater Treatment Plant, application and issue debt in the amount of $2,000,000.00 to the Department of Environmental Quality on behalf of the Town of Olla for the purpose of placing this project on the Comprehensive Priority List for funding through the State Revolving Loan Fund program, and further authorizing Mayor Elliott to furnish such additional information as may be requested in connection with the pre-application. This resolution will also hereby designate Mayor Elliott as the Official Project Representative for the Town of Olla for any project that may result from the submission of the pre-application. Motion carried. 
Discussion was held concerning the Olla Sports Complex lighting, and the matter was
tabled pending getting additional quotes needed to decide on the necessary repairs. 

Duke made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the employee health benefit renewal with Blue Cross Blue Shield. Motion carried. 
Dunn made a motion, second by Sims, to enter into Executive Session at 7:50 p.m. No action was taken during the Executive Session. Reichardt made a motion, second by Sims, to close Executive Session at 8:06 p.m.
Mayor Elliott stated that a leak was found in the roof at the town hall and had to have it repaired. A couple of ceiling tiles were damaged and also need replacing. The contractor went into the attic and found termite activity, so we are having to have it treated at a cost of $2500.00. 
Mayor Elliott stated that progress is being made with Conterra on the installation of fiber optic internet at the sports complex, police station and the town hall. Fiber optic internet was needed at the sports complex for our camera system, as in the past the internet was very slow causing a delay in reaching the police station. By the time our officers would get there the offenders would have already left the area. With the installation of the fiber optic lines, this should no longer be a factor. Mayor Elliott stated that she is also looking into getting cameras other than what we are presently using at the Dixie Center, Courtyard, and Farmers’ Market. There seems to be an issue with juveniles that have been skate boarding, playing ball, and destroying the court yard furniture in the past. They are also loitering on the streets past curfew. Parents are now being issued citations for allowing their minor children to be out past curfew and will be held responsible for damages incurred by their children. The town has worked hard to provide nice facilities for our community and deliberate destruction of property will not be tolerated.  
Mayor Elliott stated that work is finally about to begin on the Dixie Center and we hope to have it completed by summer at the latest. 
Duke made a motion, second by Sims, to adjourn at 8:06 p.m. Motion carried. 
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