Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, March 14, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 2628 Central Avenue. Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order, and Joel Sims opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Sonya Kennon called roll. Present: Mayor Elliott, Joel Sims, Jessica Dunn, and Keith Reichardt. Michael Duke and Madge Bailey was absent. Various members of the public were present.

Presentations and Comments from the Public: 

· Gabe Firment – Mr. Firment spoke with the mayor and council, giving them an update on new internet being installed by SWYFT. 

· Karla Cockerham – Mayor Cockerham spoke with the mayor and council, asking them to consider letting them install an emergency use only, quick-connect valve for water should their ground storage tank develop a leak that could not be stopped due to the age and condition of the tank. Sims made a motion, second by Reichardt, to allow the installation of the valve contingent upon approval by the engineer.
· Carmon Cook – Ms. Cook spoke with the mayor and council in reference to the walking trail at the Olla Sports Complex, asking if repairs were going to be made any time soon to the walking trail. It was expressed to Ms. Cook that there has not been any plans to repair the trail at this time due to lack of funding. 


Sims made a motion, second by Dunn, to approve the agenda as amended. Motion carried.

Dunn made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the February 2023 regular meeting minutes. Motion Carried.

Reichardt made a motion, second by Dunn, to approve the February 2023 bills as presented. Motion carried.

Sims made a motion, second by Reichardt, to approve the January 2023 financial statement as presented. Motion carried.

· Fire Department – Mayor Elliott was asked to give the fire report for February 2023 due to illness. Mayor Elliott stated that the fire department is working on the trucks and waiting on parts to arrive, and a leak has been fixed at Station 2. 
· Police Report – The February 2023 police report was given by Chief Jody O’Bier. 203 citations issued for February 2023, $35404.48 was collected in fines and court cost, the department responded to 12 incidents, 9 arrests, and 2 dog complaints. 
· Public Works Department – Mayor Elliott delivered the February 2023 Superintendent’s report. Mayor Elliott stated that a new rotary assembly for the Louisiana lift station has been purchased in the amount of $6186.00. This lift station was not renovated with the grant.

Mayor Elliott stated that the new gateway for reading the water meters has been installed, and is now online.

Mayor Elliott stated that the town is going to need to look into the purchase of a new public works vehicle as the men are having to double up and this reduces productivity time with their having to ride together for each call.  
Dunn made a motion, second by Reichardt, to approve the reports as presented. Motion carried.

Dunn made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the Occupational License for Olla Burger Barn, owned and operated by Jay Thad Ivy – 4308 Main Street 165, Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried.
Sims made a motion, second by Reichardt, to award the contract for road repairs to Dixie Lane to Regional Construction for the bid amount of $34,238.00. 

Dunn made a motion, second by Reichardt, to ADOPT Resolution 2023-002 – A resolution authorizing the Town of Olla to state their intent to maintain permit requirements as set forth by National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System to prevent wastewater permit violations and other matters with respect thereto.  Motion carried. 
Mayor Elliott stated to the council that financial disclosures must be completed and sent in by May 15, 2023. 
Mayor Elliott stated that fiber optic installation is now complete at the Sports Complex and Town Hall. They are having some issues at the police department with installation, but it is being worked on. We are in process of getting quotes for new cameras needed through-out the town due to vandalism and other issues. 

Mayor Elliott stated that she has received authorization from the LGAP grant submitted to purchase a side-by-side for our public works department. 
Mayor Elliott stated that she has submitted the plans for the Dixie Center today and as soon as we receive approval from the Fire Marshall, we will proceed with construction. A few things had to be amended due to handicap accessibility. 
Mayor Elliott announced that Mr. Gabe Firment will be hosting a fish fry on Thursday, March 23, 2023 from 4:30 PM – 7:00 PM at the Olla Downtown Courtyard. 

Dunn made a motion, second by Sims, to adjourn at 7:49 p.m. Motion carried. 
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