Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, April 11, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 2628 Central Avenue. Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order, and Joel Sims opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Sonya Kennon called roll. Present: Mayor Elliott, Joel Sims, Jessica Dunn, Keith Reichardt, Michael Duke, and Madge Bailey. Various members of the public were present.

Bailey made a motion, second by Reichardt, to approve the agenda as amended. Motion carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the March 2023 regular meeting minutes. Motion Carried.

Dunn made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the March 2023 bills as presented. Motion carried.

Reichardt made a motion, second by Dunn, to approve the March 2023 financial statement as presented. Motion carried.

· Fire Department – Mary Ann Thompson gave the fire report for March 2023 due to Chief Joe Thompson’s illness. Ms. Thompson stated there had been no changes in membership and all equipment is in operational condition. The department is waiting on parts to come in for the brakes on the rescue truck, and a valve and gauges for PT-1. The department responded to 2 alarms in March. 
· Police Report – The March 2023 police report was given by Chief Jody O’Bier. 314 citations issued for March 2023, $46,363.86 was collected in fines and court cost, the department responded to 10 incidents, 3 arrests, and 3 dog complaints.   Chief O’Bier asked that the council consider sending officer Damien Moore to Drug Interdiction Class. Motion was made by Duke, second by Dunn to approve sending officer Damien Moore to class. Chief O’Bier asked the council to consider putting new laptops in each patrol unit due to the age and condition of the current ones the department has. Sims made a motion, second by Bailey, to purchase the new laptops needed for the Police Department. Chief O’Bier asked the council to consider purchasing new Bullet Proof Vest for the officers. Bailey made a motion, second by Dunn to purchase the new Bullet Proof Vest. 
· Public Works Department – Mayor Elliott delivered the March 2023 Superintendent’s report. Mayor Elliott announced that a new truck has been purchased for the Public Works Department, and spray in bedliner has been done. All that is left to do is have signage put on the truck which will be scheduled soon. 

Mayor Elliott stated that last month the council approved the connection of 

the Town of Tullos to our water system for emergency due to the condition of their GST contingent on the approval of the engineer and operator. Our engineer has supplied the information that the engineer for Tullos has required, but he has voiced concerns for our doing so due to Olla only operating on one well. We currently are supplying water to both Pleasant Ridge and Town of Urania and they feel it will strain our system; additionally, we are in the process of installing a new treatment plant for our town and if something should happen during this time, we would have an additional town to consider on our system. Our operator was going to be present for the meeting, but he had a previous engagement. Our engineer basically has said these are my concerns, but ultimately it is up to the town to decide what they need to do. The council has decided to re-visit the connection to Tullos providing we get another well up and running. 
Reichardt made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the reports as presented. Motion carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the Alcoholic Beverage Permit for Family Dollar #33233, owned and operated by MeShell Renee Turner – 3298 Main Street 165, Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried.
Duke made a motion, second by Dunn, to issue a Proclamation proclaiming the month of April as Fair Housing Month. Motion carried.
Sims made a motion, second by Bailey, to issue a Proclamation proclaiming the month of April as Community Development Block Grant Program month. Motion carried.

Dunn made a motion, second by Duke to ADOPT Resolution 2023-003: A resolution adopting the Town of Olla Cafeteria Plan. Motion carried.

Reichardt made a motion, second by Sims, to ADOPT Resolution 2023-004, A Resolution adopting the week of April 10-April 14, 2023, as National Community Development Week. The Town of Olla is/has been a participant in the Community Developments Block Grant Program (CDBG) which funds public infrastructure, economic development, and housing programs in this community. Motion carried.

Duke made a motion, second by Dunn, to accept the renovation proposal for cleaning and painting the interior of our 250,000-gallon water tank located in Olla, Louisiana. 
Mayor Elliott stated to the council that financial disclosures must be completed and sent in by May 15, 2023. If this has been taken care of, we appreciate your timely response. 
Mayor Elliott stated that we are still waiting on approval of the Fire Marshall’s office so we can begin construction on the Dixie Center. The architect must stamp them and then she will re-submit them for approval.
Mayor Elliott stated that she received an email from DCFS (Department of Children and Family Services) on renewing the storm shelter contract. They have agreed to renew with a 10% increase daily rate with a 5-year term beginning May 4, 2023, and ending May 3, 2028, with another 5-year option. 

Mayor Elliott stated the mediation meeting that she was to attend in Lake Charles last Friday was cancelled and will be rescheduled at a later date. This meeting is to meet with the insurance company and all parties on the buildings that were damaged/destroyed during Hurricanes Laura and Delta. 

Dunn made a motion, second by Bailey, to adjourn at 7:34 p.m. Motion carried. 
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Rhonda Elliott, Mayor

________________________

Sonya Kennon, Town Clerk 

