Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Thursday, May 09, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 2628 Central Avenue. Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order and opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Sonya Kennon called roll. Present: Mayor Elliott, Joel Sims, Jessica Dunn, Michael Duke, and Madge Bailey. Keith Reichardt was absent. Various members of the public were present.

Duke made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the agenda as amended. Motion carried.

Sims made a motion, second by Dunn, to approve the May 2023 regular meeting minutes. Motion Carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Dunn, to approve the May 2023 bills as presented. Motion carried.

Dunn made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the May 2023 financial statement as presented. Motion carried.

· Fire Department – Mary Ann Thompson gave the written fire report for May 2023. Ms. Thompson stated there had been no changes in membership of the department and stated that all equipment is in operational condition. The department responded to 7 alarms in May. Ms. Thompson stated that the OVFD is getting prepared for the 4th of July Fireworks and donation letters need to start going out. Ms. Thompson stated that soon the OVFD will be getting with the town public works crew to check, clean, and mark all fire hydrants, and possibly paint the ones in need. This is being done in anticipation of grading next year from P.I.A.L. 
· Police Report – The May 2023 police report was given by Chief Jody O’Bier. 162 citations were issued, $35105.80 was collected in fines and court cost, the department responded to 18 incidents, 0 arrests, and 1 dog complaints. 
· Public Works Department – Mayor Elliott delivered the May 2023 Superintendent’s report. Mayor Elliott stated that the 2019 Ford F150 Public Works truck is in the shop and is going to have the motor rebuilt but was told most of the work should be covered under warranty. 

Mayor Elliott announced that we have received the new side-by-side for the

Public Works department that was purchased through the LGAP grant and the department is enjoying the convenience of weed-eating and spraying for weeds. 


Mayor Elliott stated that the crew has been kept very busy marking lines for the fiber optic that is being laid throughout the town. 

Bailey made a motion, second by Dunn, to approve the reports as presented. Motion carried.

Mayor Elliott delivered the Budget Message for the fiscal year July 1, 2023 - June 30, 2024, and the amended budget for fiscal year July 1, 2021 – June 30, 2022. Dunn made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the Budget Message as presented. 
Bailey made a motion, second by Dunn, to Introduce Ordinance 2023-001 and schedule a Public Hearing, June 13, 2023, at 7:00 P.M. An ordinance adopting the annual budget of revenues and expenditures for the fiscal year July 01, 2023, to June 30, 2024, and amend the budget for fiscal year July 01, 2022, to June 30, 2023, for the Town of Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried. 

Duke made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the adoption of Resolution 2023-005: A resolution adopting the Tax Millage for the Tax Year 2023. Motion carried.

Dunn made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the adoption of Resolution 2023-006: A resolution for the Town of Olla to sell the Ford Crown Victoria’s previously operated by the Olla Police Department. Motion carried.

Duke made a motion, second by Dunn, to approve the Occupational License for Charlene’s Clothing & Company, owned and operated by Jeremy & Kristi Taylor – 2928 Front Street, Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried.
Dunn made a motion, second by Sims, to approve Ms. Cindy Parker tearing down the old home at the location of 2354 Sims Street and putting a portable building there to be opened as a new business for the town. 
Mayor Elliott stated that she has resubmitted plans for the Dixie Center, and they sent them back again wanting more information. Mayor Elliott has contacted the project manager regarding the changes and is waiting for his response before submitting them again.  

Mayor Elliott stated that we observed our National Day of Prayer last Thursday at the Courtyard downtown. Mayor Elliott extended thanks to Bro. Scott Smith and Bro. Dennis Baker for leading this event and to Ms. Patty Sokol for singing the National Anthem. 

Mayor Elliott stated that she has signed and submitted the contract to DCFS for a 5-year lease, with the option of another 5 years. 

Duke made a motion, second by Sims, to enter into Executive Session at 7:26 p.m. No action was taken during the Executive Session. Dunn made a motion, second by Sims, to close Executive Session at 7:40 p.m.
Bailey made a motion, second by Dunn, to adjourn at 7:40 p.m. Motion carried. 








_______________________









Rhonda Elliott, Mayor

________________________

Sonya Kennon, Town Clerk 

