Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, June 13, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 2628 Central Avenue. Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order, and Joel Sims opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Sonya Kennon called roll. Present: Mayor Elliott, Madge Bailey, Joel Sims, Jessica Dunn, Keith Reichardt, and Michael Duke. Various members of the public were present.

Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the agenda as amended. Motion carried.

Dunn made a motion, second by Reichardt, to approve the May 2023 regular meeting minutes. Motion Carried.

Dunn made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the May 2023 bills as presented. Motion carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the May 2023 financial statement as presented. Motion carried.

· Fire Department – Lt. Anders Thompson gave the written fire report for May 2023. Lt. Thompson stated there had been no changes in membership and stated that all equipment is in operational condition. The department responded to 0 alarms in May. Lt. Thompson stated that the department would like to request $1,175.00 to send acting Chief Atwell, Mary Ann Thompson, and Leigh Ann Thompson to the LSFA Convention starting August 2nd – August 6th. The request will be fulfilling two purposes: Honoring Chief Joe Thompson during and at the end of the conference, and to maintain contacts with the organization that Chief Thompson built over the years. Reichardt made a motion, second by Duke, to send the specified members to the LSFA Convention. 
The department expressed their most sincere thanks to Chief Jody O’Bier and his officers, as well as the mayor and council for the help given the day of Chief Thompson’s passing. Lt. Thompson stated that words are not enough to express gratitude for the sympathy and kindness shown. 

The department is making plans to revive the Junior Program, as well as recruiting new members. Lt. Thompson stated that the plan is to get the department back to its roots and make it what it once was, and they intend to accomplish this with active hands-on training, public awareness, and involvement, and to start an active social media presence to inform the public of what the department is doing and why it is being done.   
· Police Report – The May 2023 police report was given by Chief Jody O’Bier. 174 citations issued for May 2023, $36,963.20 was collected in fines and court cost, the department responded to 19 incidents, 4 arrests, and 5 dog complaints. 
· Public Works Department – Mayor Elliott delivered the May 2023 Superintendent’s report. Mayor Elliott stated that she has ordered a new line locater for the department due to the large amount of One Calls coming in for the new fiber optic lines being laid.
Mayor Elliott stated that the Public Works Department has been extremely busy repairing the numerous leaks resulting from the crews laying the fiber optic lines cutting into our water lines. 

Mayor Elliott stated that she has been in contact with the police jury about the culvert on Ash Street between Heritage Drive and the bridge. The police jury asked that we barricade that area until the culvert can be replaced. 
Mayor Elliott stated that Marler Ford is still waiting on parts for the 2019 Ford F150 that is in the shop. 
Dunn made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the reports as presented. Motion carried.

Upon the Fire Department’s recommendation, Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to temporarily appoint Ray Atwell as acting Fire Chief. 


Bailey made a motion, second by Dunn, to open the public hearing regarding Ordinance 2023-001: An ordinance adopting the annual budget of revenues and expenditures for the fiscal year July 01, 2023, to June 30, 2024, and the amended budget for fiscal year July 01, 2022, to June 30, 2023, for the Town of Olla, Louisiana. Motion Carried

There being no comments or questions from the public, Duke made a motion, second by Sims, to close the public hearing regarding Ordinance 2023-01: An ordinance adopting the annual budget of revenues and expenditures for the fiscal year July 01, 2023, to June 30, 2024, and the amended budget for fiscal year July 01, 2022, to June 30, 2023, for the Town of Olla, Louisiana. Motion Carried.

Sims made a motion, second by Bailey, to ADOPT Ordinance 2023-001: An ordinance adopting the annual budget of revenues and expenditures for the fiscal year July 01, 2023, to June 30, 2024, and the amended budget for fiscal year July 01, 2022, to June 30, 2023, for the Town of Olla, Louisiana. Motion Carried.

Dunn made a motion, second by Dunn, to approve the Occupational License for Behavioral Developmental Services, owned and operated by Bolton & Boudloch – 2568 Central Avenue, Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried.


Bailey made a motion, second by Reichardt, to approve spending $400 for the 4th of July fireworks. Motion carried. 

Sims made a motion, second by Bailey, to renew the water rate contract with Pleasant Ridge at the same rate of $3.50 per 1000 gallons. Motion carried. 

Duke made a motion, second by Reichardt, to renew the water rate contract with Town of Urania Water System at the same rate of $3.50 per 1000 gallons. Motion carried. 

Bailey made a motion, second by Dunn, to appoint The Jena Times-Olla-Tullos-Urania Signal as the Official Journal for the Town of Olla for the Fiscal year 2023-2024. Motion carried. 

Duke made a motion, second by Sims, to appoint the Olla Branch of Southern Heritage Bank and the Vidalia branch of Concordia Bank & Trust Co. as the Town of Olla’s official depositories for the fiscal year 2023-2024. Motion carried. 
Reichardt made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the quote from American Public Risk, LLC submitted by Community Financial for the Town of Olla’s insurance. Motion carried.

A discussion was held regarding the update of the camera system for the town. No action was taken. 

A discussion was held regarding the lights at the Olla Sports Complex. No action was taken. 
A discussion was held regarding the ability to have beehives within the city limits of Olla, Louisiana. This discussion was tabled due to the need for more research being done considering this matter. 
Mayor Elliott extended her deepest condolences and appreciation to the Joe Thompson family.

Mayor Elliott stated that the asphalt being laid on Dixie Lane has been made possible through the ACT 170 grant. 
Mayor Elliott stated that the Farmers’ Market is in full swing on Tuesdays from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

Mayor Elliott gave a reminder about the 4th of July Fireworks at the Olla Fairgrounds. Everyone is invited to come out and enjoy the show. 
Sims made a motion, second by Dunn, to adjourn at 7:38 p.m. Motion carried. 
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Rhonda Elliott, Mayor
________________________

Sonya Kennon, Town Clerk 
