Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting was held on Tuesday, December 12, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 2628 Central Avenue. Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order, and Joel Sims opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Sonya Kennon called roll. Present: Mayor Elliott, Joel Sims, Michael Duke, Keith Reichardt, Madge Bailey, and Jessica Dunn. Various members of the public were present.  

Duke made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried.

Duke made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the November 2023 regular meeting minutes. Motion Carried.

Dunn made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the November 2023 bills as presented. Motion carried.

Reichardt made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the November 2023 financial statement as presented. Motion carried.

· Fire Department – The October 2023 monthly fire report was given by Acting Chief Ray Atwell. Atwell asked the council to approve 3 new members to the department. Two members were not approved, and one was approved. Tanker 4 is out of service due to dying while running, but the department is currently working to figure out the issue. All other equipment is in operational condition. The department responded to 4 alarms in November. Chief Atwell thanked the Summerville Fire Department for donating a 2010 Chevrolet pickup to the Olla Volunteer Fire Department. 
· Police Report – The November 2023 police report was given by Chief Jody O’Bier. 123 citations were issued for November 2023, $26,190.67 was collected in fines and court cost, the department responded to 18 incidents, 2 arrests, and 2 dog complaints. 
· Public Works Department – Mayor Elliott delivered the November 2023 Superintendent’s report. Mayor Elliott stated that she had received notification that we would have our water rate study done soon as a condition of our receiving the grant for the water plant to determine the amount of increase that will take place. The water rates that we will vote on tonight for Pleasant Ridge and Urania will likely change after the rate study and will have to be effective for the following 6-month period. 
Mayor Elliott stated that the town is having some issues with water being discolored in certain areas. This happened after we connected to the new treatment. This is being investigated to see what is causing the issue. 
Mayor Elliott stated that we have been approved for a DEQ loan for

                     a new sewer plant that will be discussed later in the meeting. 

Dunn made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the reports as 
presented. Motion carried.







Reichardt made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the addition to the Policy and Procedures Manual for the Olla Police Department as presented. Motion carried. 
Bailey made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the Alcoholic Beverage Permit for Family Dollar #33233, owned and operated by Teresa Lynn Redmond – 3298 Main Street 165, Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried.
Duke made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the Alcoholic Beverage Permit for Smoker’s Paradise Plus, owned and operated by Albarkat Enterprises, Inc. – 3530 Main Street Highway 165, Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried. 

Dunn made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the Alcoholic Beverage Permit for Armadillo Mexican Grill, owned and operated by Ciro Vargas – 2635 Main Street Highway 165, Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried. 

Sims made a motion, second by Dunn, to renew the water rate contract with Pleasant Ridge at the same rate of $3.50 per 1000 gallons. Motion carried. 

Reichardt made a motion, second by Dunn, to renew the water rate contract withTown of Urania Water System at the same rate of $3.50 per 1000 gallons. Motion carried. 

Duke made a motion, seconded by Sims, to approve the loan for the Wastewater Treatment Plant. Motion carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Dunn, to approve the appointment of Jennifer Callendar, succeeding herself, to Board of Commissioners of the Housing Authority of the Town of Olla, with the term to expire December 31, 2028. Motion carried.

Dunn made a motion, second by Bailey, to ENTER Executive Session at 7:34 P.M. No action was taken during the session. Dunn made a motion, second by Bailey, to CLOSE Executive Session at 7:48 P.M. Motion carried. 

Mayor Elliott stated that as a condition of obtaining the grant for the new water treatment plant, the Town of Olla would submit to a rate study to ensure that the town was charging enough for water based upon our expenses. Mayor Elliott received an email with a detailed list of information that they will audit to determine what our water rates will be. The likelihood of their remaining at the present rate is next to none due to not only leaks, but the vast amount of water and expenses the town incurred during the installation of fiber optic. Mayor Elliott has spoken with our Senator and Representative about this issue, and they are addressing it in Baton Rouge. With that being said, Mayor Elliott hates that the rates will be raised, but the cost of chlorine, phosphates, and carbon has risen along with everything else, and we will have to abide at the rate the state recommends. 
Mayor Elliott stated that our Senior Christmas supper was a success, with delicious food, and a great turn out. Mayor Elliott took the time to thank all of our sponsors and everyone that came out to help make this happen. The Town of Olla greatly appreciates you all. 

The Olla Christmas Parade will be held on Saturday, December 16, 2023, at 6:00 PM with line up at Olla Elementary School. The crowning of Ms. Merry Christmas will be at 5:15 PM in the courtyard. 

Sims made a motion, second by Dunn, to adjourn at 7:48 p.m. Motion carried. 








_______________________









Rhonda Elliott, Mayor

________________________

Sonya Kennon, Town Clerk  

