Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 2628 Central Avenue. Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order, and Keith Reichardt opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Sonya Kennon called roll. Present: Mayor Elliott, Jessica Dunn, Keith Reichardt, and Madge Bailey. Joel Sims and Michael Duke was Absent. Various members of the public were present.

Reichardt made a motion, second by Dunn, to approve the agenda as amended. Motion carried.

Dunn made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the April 2024 regular meeting minutes. Motion Carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Reichardt, to approve the April 2024 bills as presented. Motion carried.

Reichardt made a motion, second by Dunn, to approve the April 2024 financial statement as presented. Motion carried.

· Fire Department – Chief Kim Taylor gave the fire report for April 2024. Chief Taylor stated there had been no changes in membership. All equipment is in operational condition. The department responded to 3 alarms in April and attended 3 training classes. 
· Police Report – The April 2024 police report was given by Chief O’Bier. 74 citations issued for April 2024, $23,246.44 was collected in fines and court cost, the department responded to 16 incidents, 7 arrests, and 2 dog complaints. 
· Public Works Department – Mayor Elliott delivered the April 2024 Superintendent’s report. Mayor Elliott announced that the interior painting of the elevated tank has been completed. Mayor Eliott stated that she requested LRWA to do a leak study as we were losing water each month. Several leaks were discovered. While some have been repaired, others are in the process of being repaired. Hopefully, our water production report will reflect this next month. Mayor Elliott also announced that Olla, Louisiana is one of three municipalities that have been nominated for 2024 Water System of the Year North Award. There will be an Awards luncheon on Wednesday July 17, 2024, at the Lake Charles Event Center, 900 Lakeshore Drive in Lake Charles, Louisiana beginning at 11:00 am in the exhibition hall. After the luncheon will be an awards presentation when the nominees will be presented, and the winner announced. 

Dunn made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the reports as presented. Motion carried.

Dunn made a motion, second by Reichardt, to hire a full-time officer, Caleb S. Hatten. Motion carried. 

Bailey made a motion, second by Dunn, to open the Public Hearing on Ordinance 2024-002: An ordinance amending the water rates for the Town of Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried. 
There being no comments or questions from the public, Bailey made a motion, 

second by Reichardt, to close the public hearing regarding Ordinance 2024-002: An ordinance amending the water rates for the Town of Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried.


Dunn made a motion, second by Bailey, to ADOPT Ordinance 2024-002: An ordinance amending the water rates for the Town of Olla. Motion carried. 

Mayor Elliott delivered the Budget Message for the fiscal year July 1, 2024 - June 30,

 2025, and the amended budget for fiscal year July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024.

Bailey made a motion, second by Dunn, to Introduce Ordinance 2024-003: An ordinance adopting the annual budget of revenues and expenditures for the fiscal year July 01, 2024, to June 30, 2025, and amend the budget for fiscal year July 01, 2023, to June 30, 2024, for the Town of Olla, Louisiana and schedule a Public Hearing, June 11, 2024, at 7:00 P.M. Motion carried.
Mayor Elliott stated that she has filed the Expenditure Report for the Coronavirus State and local Fiscal Recovery Funds (SLFRF) program. The two CWEF grants that were used for painting and rehabbing the interior of the elevated tank and are being processed now for closeout. Funds for these two grants and ARPA money were used to fund this project. Bids will be forthcoming for the rehabbing of the exterior of the elevated tank using residual ARPA funds. 
Mayor Elliott announced that today was the first day of our Farmers’ Market and they had a great turn-out. Thank you to all who participated in it. 
Bailey made a motion, second by Dunn, to adjourn at 7:23 p.m. Motion carried. 








_______________________









Rhonda Elliott, Mayor

________________________

Sonya Kennon, Town Clerk 

