Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, June 11, 2024, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 2628 Central Avenue. Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order, and Keith Reichardt opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Mayor Elliott called Roll. Present: Jessica Dunn, Keith Reichardt, and Michael Duke. Absent: Madge Bailey and Joel Sims. Various members of the public were present.

Dunn made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the agenda as amended. Motion carried.

Duke made a motion, second by Reichardt, to approve the May 2024 regular meeting minutes. Motion Carried.

Dunn made a motion, second by Reichardt, to approve the May 2024 bills as presented. Motion carried.

Reichardt made a motion, second by Dunn, to approve the May 2024 financial statement as presented. Motion carried.

· Fire Department – Chief Kim Taylor gave the written fire report for May 2024. Chief Taylor stated there had been no changes in membership and stated that all equipment is in operational condition. The department responded to 1 alarm in May. Chief Taylor stated that the department has taken multiple training classes for the month of May. Chief Taylor asked the council to consider allowing Ms. Sonya Oliveaux to be paid for her services in helping the department get the reports brought current, and to train someone to keep it updated. This should get the department in compliance. Duke made a motion, second by Dunn, to approve the hiring of Ms. Sonya Oliveaux. 
· Police Report – The May 2024 police report was given by Chief Jody O’Bier. 124 citations issued for May 2024, $21,097.40 was collected in fines and court cost, the department responded to 12 incidents, 7 arrests, and 2 dog complaints. Chief O’Bier stated that Officer Caleb Hatten will be moved to reserve status.
· Public Works Department – Mayor Elliott delivered the May 2024 Superintendent’s report. Mayor Elliott announced that the Town of Olla is one of three municipalities that has been nominated for the 2024 Water System of the Year Award. There will be an Awards luncheon on Wednesday, July 17, 2024, at the Lake Charles Convention Center. After the luncheon, the nominees will be presented, and the winner will be announced. Mayor Elliott stated that the Town of Olla received a 95 A on their water grade. Loss of points was due to the loss of chlorine and had to go under a boil advisory, and the manganese level was elevated during one testing period. 
Reichardt made a motion, second by Dunn, to approve the reports as presented. Motion carried.


Dunn made a motion, second by Duke, to open the public hearing regarding Ordinance 2024-003: An ordinance adopting the annual budget of revenues and expenditures for the fiscal year July 01, 2024, to June 30, 2025, and the amended budget for fiscal year July 01, 2023, to June 30, 2024, for the Town of Olla, Louisiana. Motion Carried

There being no comments or questions from the public, Dunn made a motion, second by Reichardt, to close the public hearing regarding Ordinance 2024-003: An ordinance adopting the annual budget of revenues and expenditures for the fiscal year July 01, 2024, to June 30, 2025, and the amended budget for fiscal year July 01, 2023, to June 30, 2024, for the Town of Olla, Louisiana. Motion Carried.

Duke made a motion, second by Reichardt, to ADOPT Ordinance 2024-003: An ordinance adopting the annual budget of revenues and expenditures for the fiscal year July 01, 2024, to June 30, 2025, and the amended budget for fiscal year July 01, 2023, to June 30, 2024, for the Town of Olla, Louisiana. Motion Carried.

Reichardt made a motion, second by Dunn, to renew the water rate contract with Pleasant Ridge at the rate of $7.00 per 1000 gallons. Motion carried. 

Dunn made a motion, second by Reichardt, to renew the water rate contract with Town of Urania Water System at the rate of $7.00 per 1000 gallons. Motion carried. 

Reichardt made a motion, second by Duke, to appoint The Jena Times-Olla-Tullos-Urania Signal as the Official Journal for the Town of Olla for the Fiscal year 2024-2025. Motion carried. 

Dunn made a motion, second by Reichardt, to appoint the Olla Branch of Southern Heritage Bank and the Vidalia branch of Concordia Bank & Trust Co. as the Town of Olla’s official depositories for the fiscal year 2024-2025. Motion carried. 
Reichardt made a motion, second by Duke, to Introduce Ordinance 2024-004: an Ordinance amending the Water Tap Fees for the Town of Olla and schedule a Public Hearing for 07.09.2024. Motion carried. 
Dunn made a motion, second by Reichardt, to Introduce Ordinance 2024-005: an Ordinance amending the Sewer Tap Fees for the Town of Olla and schedule a Public Hearing for 07.09.2024. Motion carried. 

Reichardt made a motion, second by Dunn, to Introduce Ordinance 2024-006: an Ordinance amending the Turn-Off for Nonpayment/Reconnect Fees for the Town of Olla and schedule a Public Hearing for 07.09.2024. Motion carried. 
Mayor Elliott stated that she signed papers this past week on the Capital Outlay project assuring the state the town was able to meet the match required. This project will reconstruct Church Street from the corner of Blake Street to Florence Street. The engineer for the Town of Olla feels we may be able to continue the reconstruction to Crick Street. Mayor Elliott met with the State Fire Marshall’s office last week at the hurricane shelter for a final walk-through on the fire alarm system. We were cleared and are now waiting for the sprinkler system inspection. 
Mayor Elliott gave a reminder about the 4th of July Fireworks at the Olla Fairgrounds. Everyone is invited to come out and enjoy the show that will start at approximately 8:00 p.m. 
Dunn made a motion, second by Reichardt, to adjourn at 7:40 p.m. Motion carried. 
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Rhonda Elliott, Mayor
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Sonya Kennon, Town Clerk 
