Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, July 09, 2024, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 2628 Central Avenue. Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order, and Keith Reichardt opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Sonya Kennon called Roll. Present: Jessica Dunn, Keith Reichardt, and Madge Bailey. Absent: Michael Duke and Joel Sims. Various members of the public were present.

Dunn made a motion, second by Reichardt, to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried.

Reichardt made a motion, second by Dunn, to approve the June 2024 regular meeting minutes. Motion Carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Reichardt, to approve the June 2024 bills as presented. Motion carried.

Dunn made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the June 2024 financial statement as presented. Motion carried.

· Fire Department – Chief Kim Taylor gave the written fire report for June 2024. Chief Taylor stated there had been no changes in membership and stated that all equipment is in operational condition. The department responded to 2 alarms in June. Chief Taylor stated that the department has taken multiple training classes for the month of June. 
· Police Report – The June 2024 police report was given by Chief Jody O’Bier. 119 citations issued for June 2024, $19035.25 was collected in fines and court cost, the department responded to 17 incidents, 3 arrests, and 2 dog complaints. 
· Public Works Department – Mayor Elliott delivered the May 2024 Superintendent’s report. Mayor Elliott announced that the Town of Olla is in the process of getting a long overdue sewer treatment plant. Mayor Elliott stated that the Public Works Department has been extremely busy with water leaks these past two months. Mayor Elliott stated that she is continuing to work on the lead survey that EPA is requiring for every water line the town has both inside and outside the city limits of Olla. 
Reichardt made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the reports as presented. Motion carried.
A discussion was held by Mayor Elliott and the council regarding the possible selling of a small portion of land (.06-acre, Parcel# 11023502000) belonging to the Town of Olla to Kenny Prewitt. The council voted unanimously to not sell at this time. 

Dunn made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the adoption of Resolution 2024-006: A resolution giving preliminary approval to the issuance of a Taxable Sales Tax Bond (DEQ), of the Town of Olla, State of Louisiana, in the principal amount not exceeding Two Million Dollars ($2,000,000); and providing for other matters in connection therewith. Motion carried. 

Bailey made a motion, second by Dunn, to Introduce Ordinance 2024-007: “An ordinance authorizing the issuance of not exceeding Two Million Dollars ($2,000,000) of Taxable Sales Tax Bonds (DEQ), Series 2024 of the Town of Olla, State of Louisiana; and providing for other matters in connection therewith” and schedule a Public Hearing for 08.13.2024. Motion carried. 

Reichardt made a motion, second by Bailey, to Introduce Ordinance 2024-008:            An “ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF OLLA, LOUISIANA, GRANTING TO ATMOS ENERGY CORPORATION (A TEXAS AND VIRGINIA CORPORATION WITH ITS PRINCIPAL OFFICE IN THE MUNICIPALITY OF DALLAS, DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS) AND ITS SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS THE FRANCHISE AND RIGHTS TO CONDUCT IN SUCH MUNICIPALITY THE BUSINESS OF ACQUIRING, MAINTAINING, CONSTRUCTING, LAYING, REPAIRING, REMOVING, REPLACING, INSTALLING, OPERATING, AND DISPOSING OF A GAS SYSTEM FOR THE SALE, TRANSPORTATION, AND DISTRIBUTION OF NATURAL GAS WITHIN AND BEYOND THE MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES OF THE MUNICIPALITY AND TO THE RESIDENTS AND BUSINESSES LOCATED THEREIN FOR LIGHT, HEAT, POWER, AND ANY OTHER PURPOSES AND THE RIGHT TO USE THE PRESENT AND FUTURE STREETS, ROADS, HIGHWAYS, ALLEYS, BRIDGES, PUBLIC WAYS, AND IMMOVABLE PROPERTY IN SUCH MUNICIPALITY AND OWNED OR CONTROLLED BY SUCH MUNICIPALITY FOR SUCH PURPOSES; PRESCRIBING THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS TO WHICH SUCH FRANCHISE AND RIGHTS ARE SUBJECT; AND PRESCRIBING THE TERM OF SUCH FRANCHISE AND RIGHTS”, and schedule a Public Hearing for 08.13.2024. Motion carried. 

Dunn made a motion, second by Bailey, to open the public hearing regarding Ordinances 2024-004: An ordinance amending Water Tap Fee, 2024-005: An ordinance amending Sewer Tap Fee, and 2024-006: An ordinance amending Turn-Off for Non-Payment/Reconnect Fee and Turn-On for Clean Fee for the Town of Olla, Louisiana. Motion Carried.

There being no comments or questions from the public, Reichardt made a motion, second by Dunn, to close the public hearing regarding Ordinances 2024-004: An ordinance amending the Water Tap Fee, 2024-005: An ordinance amending the Sewer Tap Fee, and 2024-006: An ordinance amending the Turn-Off for Non-Payment/Reconnect Fee and Turn-On for Clean Fee for the Town of Olla, Louisiana. Motion Carried.
Reichardt made a motion, second by Dunn, to adopt Ordinance 2024-004: an Ordinance amending the Water Tap Fee for the Town of Olla. Motion carried. 
Bailey made a motion, second by Reichardt, to adopt Ordinance 2024-005: an Ordinance amending the Sewer Tap Fee for the Town of Olla. Motion carried. 

Dunn made a motion, second by Bailey, to adopt Ordinance 2024-006: an Ordinance amending the Turn-Off for Nonpayment/Reconnect Fee for the Town of Olla. Motion carried. 
Mayor Elliott stated that she and the clerk will be attending a luncheon Wednesday, July 17, 2024, in Lake Charles, Louisiana at the LRWA Convention Center for recognition of Olla as one of the three municipalities that has been nominated for 2024 Water System of the Year North Award. 
Mayor Elliott stated that bids will be let this month for the Capital Outlay project on Church Street. The reconstruction of that street will begin at the corner of Blake Street and Church Street and will extend hopefully to Church Street and Crick Street. 

Mayor Elliott thanked the contributors that made our annual firework display possible again this year. Without the support of these contributors, we could not continue to have this show each year. Mayor Elliott also thanked our fire department for making this display happen. We are very thankful that everyone works together so that our community and the surrounding communities can enjoy this annual fireworks display. 
Bailey made a motion, second by Dunn, to adjourn at 7:21 p.m. Motion carried. 
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Rhonda Elliott, Mayor
________________________

Sonya Kennon, Town Clerk 
