Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting was held on Tuesday, November 12, 2024, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 2628 Central Avenue. Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order, and Joel Sims opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Sonya Kennon called roll. Present: Mayor Elliott, Joel Sims, Michael Duke, and Keith Reichardt. Jessica Dunn and Madge Bailey were absent. Various members of the public were present.



Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the agenda as amended. Motion carried.


Reichardt made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the October 2024 regular meeting minutes. Motion Carried.

Reichardt made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the October 2024 bills as presented. Motion carried.

Sims made a motion, second by Reichardt, to approve the October 2024 financial statement as presented. Motion carried.

· Fire Department – Chief Kim Taylor gave the October 2024 monthly fire report. Chief Taylor stated that one new junior member joined the department this month. All equipment is in operational condition. The department had a hose test and many failed. Chief Taylor asked the council for approval in purchasing new hoses for the trucks. Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to order the hoses needed and new pagers to replace the broken ones, and extras for the new members as the department is growing. The department responded to 0 alarms in October and attended 3 training classes. 
· Police Report – The October 2024 police report was given by Chief Jody O’Bier. 110 citations were issued for October 2024, $29,773.66 was collected in fines and court cost. The department responded to 11 incidents, 5 arrests, and 3 dog complaints. 
· Public Works Department – Mayor Elliott delivered the October 2024 Superintendent’s report. Mayor Elliott stated that the Lead Line Survey was finally complete and has been submitted to the state. A copy of the survey is available here at Olla Town Hall for viewing should anyone be interested. Mayor Elliott thanked the Public Works Department for all the demanding work they put into getting the information for her so she could submit it to the state. There was a tremendous amount of work that involved going to each water connection to ascertain the service line material on both the system side and the customer side and the connector material used. 

Mayor Elliott stated that we will be draining the elevated tank in the next
week or so in order to prepare the tank for repainting.
Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the reports as 
presented. Motion carried.
Reichardt made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the adoption of Resolution 2024-010: A resolution giving Mayor Elliott authority to sign all documents regarding the “Street Repairs” project through State of Louisiana Act 776 of the 2024 RLS. Motion carried.

Mayor Elliott stated that they had a good turnout at the Veterans’ Day Program Sunday at the Cultural Center honoring our veterans and two honorees were presented with the Quilts of Valor. 
Mayor Elliott stated that there are still some Water Management classes being offered that will aid in helping our Water Grade if anyone is available to attend. Mayor Elliott stated that she has a list from LRWA on dates and locations. If anyone is interested, just let her know and she will give you a copy. 
Mayor Elliott stated that the town obtained grants to rehab both the interior and exterior of our elevated tank. The interior rehab has been completed and the exterior is about to begin. It will involve blasting the old paint off, disposing of it, and repainting it. It will have the town brand on two sides of the tank. 
Mayor Elliott announced that the annual Olla Sr. Citizens’ Christmas Dinner will be Thursday, December 5, 2024, at the Olla First Baptist Church with registration beginning at 5:30 P.M. We ask those who plan to attend to please contact the town hall at 495-5151 to put your name on the list so we will know how many to plan for. 

Mayor Elliott announced that the annual Christmas Parade will be on Saturday, December 14, 2024. The crowning of Ms. Merry Christmas will be held at the Courtyard at 5:15 p.m. and the line-up for the parade will be at Olla Elementary School beginning at 5:30 p.m. Everyone is invited to participate. 

Mayor Elliott reminded the council to complete their Ethics Training and Sexual Harassment Training, print your certificate and bring it to the town hall to be filed in your employee folder if you have not already done so. 
Reichardt made a motion, second by Sims, to adjourn at 7:27 p.m. Motion carried. 








_______________________









Rhonda Elliott, Mayor

________________________

Sonya Kennon, Town Clerk  

