Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting was held on Tuesday, January 14, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 2628 Central Avenue. Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order, and Joel Sims opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Sonya Kennon called roll. Present: Mayor Elliott, Joel Sims, Madge Bailey, and Jessica Dunn, and Keith Reichardt. Michael Duke was absent. Various members of the public were present. 

Reichardt made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried.

Dunn made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the December 2024 regular meeting minutes. Motion Carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Dunn, to approve the December 2024 bills as presented. Motion carried.

Reichardt made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the December 2024 financial statement as presented. Motion carried.

· Fire Department – The December 2024 monthly fire report was given by Mayor Elliott. All equipment is in operational condition. The department responded to 3 alarms in December. Mayor Elliott stated that the department attended two training classes in December. 
· Police Report – The December 2024 police report was given by Chief O’Bier. 73 citations were issued for December 2024, $10418.50 was collected in fines and court cost, the department responded to 7 incidents, 0 arrests, and 2 dog complaints.
Chief O’Bier asked the council to consider raising Officer Moore’s pay due to him being offered a job elsewhere at a higher rate of pay. Sims made a motion, second by Dunn, to offer Officer Moore $18.00 per hour. Officer Moore accepted.

Chief O’Bier asked the council to consider selling two of the older Tahoe’s at $2000.00 each. Dunn made a motion, second by Reichardt, to sell the Tahoe’s. 
· Public Works Department – Mayor Elliott delivered the December 2024 Superintendent’s report. Mayor Elliott stated that the rehabilitation of the elevated water tank has been done, and they are painting the exterior. The tank will be white with our town logo on two sides running north and south in blue like the Olla Town Hall sign. 
Mayor Elliott stated that new sewer pumps have been installed on Louisiana 

Street and at Mac’s Supermarket. 

Mayor Elliott stated that we have had companies involved with trying to find out why certain households are experiencing discolored water since we have put our new GAC treatment plant in, while others are having no issues. They are analyzing the water at different points to try and ascertain what is going on. 


Mayor Elliott just received notice yesterday that the CWEF grant she submitted last year has been approved for $20,000.00. The mayor had applied for the maximum $30,000.00. It will be used to replace galvanized water lines in town. 
Dunn made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the reports as 
presented. Motion carried.


Bailey made a motion, second by Sims, to appoint Dorroh & Kendrick Law Firm as the official attorney for the Town of Olla for the year 2025. Motion carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Dunn, to appoint Sonya Kennon as the 2025 Town Clerk for the Town of Olla. Motion carried. 

Bailey made a motion, second by Reichardt, to appoint Mark Talley as the 2025 Town Magistrate for the Town of Olla. Motion carried. 

Bailey made a motion, second by Dunn, to appoint Joel Sims as the 2025 Mayor Pro-Tem for the Town of Olla. Motion carried. 

Dunn made a motion, second by Reichardt, to approve the Alcoholic Beverage Permit for Family Dollar # 33233, owned and operated by Family Dollar Stores of Louisiana – 3298 Main Street 165, Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the Alcoholic Beverage Permit for Smokers Paradise, LLC, owned and operated by Albarkat Enterprise, Inc. – 3530 Main Street 165, Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried. 
Bailey made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the Alcoholic Beverage Permit for Armadillo Mexican Grill, owned and operated by Ciro Vargas – 2635 Main Street 165, Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried. 
Dunn made a motion, second by Bailey, to reject the approval of Overton Perot’s mobile home request due to limited space.
Reichardt made a motion, second by Dunn, to reappoint Shannon Williams (succeeds himself) to the Board of Commissioners of the Housing Authority of the Town of Olla, Louisiana. Term expires on 12.31.2029. Motion carried.




Mayor Elliott stated that she is working on the documentation to send in for our 2024 water grade. 
Mayor Elliott stated that Chief O’Bier has ordered a new Dodge Durango patrol unit. Mayor Elliott applied for a LGAP grant that has a cap of $35,000.00 for this patrol unit, but in the past few years, recipients do not receive the entire amount. We received $18900.00, the cost of the unit is $44987.05, and the accessories for it are $12,200.00, totaling $57,187.05. 

Mayor Elliott stated that the elevated tank is almost complete. They began the branding this week but had them facing the wrong directions. Once the branding is complete, Mayor Elliott will contact LRWA for a unilateral flushing. 

Dunn made a motion, second by Sims, to adjourn at 7:36 p.m. Motion carried. 








_______________________









Rhonda Elliott, Mayor

________________________

Sonya Kennon, Town Clerk  

