Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting was held on Tuesday, February 11, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 2628 Central Avenue. Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order, and Joel Sims opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Sonya Kennon called roll. Present: Mayor Elliott, Joel Sims, Madge Bailey, and Jessica Dunn, and Keith Reichardt. Michael Duke was absent. Various members of the public were present. 

Dunn made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried.

Reichardt made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the January 2025 regular meeting minutes. Motion Carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Dunn, to approve the January 2025 bills as presented. Motion carried.

Sims made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the January 2025 financial statement as presented. Motion carried.

· Fire Department – The January 2025 monthly fire report was given by Glynn Black. All equipment is in operational condition. The department responded to 4 alarms in January. Mayor Elliott stated that the department attended 6 training classes in December. Dunn made a motion, second by Bailey to purchase a new air conditioner for the repeater building per the department’s request. 
· Police Report – The January 2025 police report was given by Chief O’Bier. 114 citations were issued for January 2025, $19,683.00 was collected in fines and court cost, the department responded to 12 incidents, 3 arrests, and 6 dog complaints.
Chief O’Bier asked the council to consider hiring a new full-time officer, Mr. Brett Lang, as we are losing Officer Damien Moore. Reichardt made a motion, second by Sims, to hire Officer Brett Lang. Motion carried. 
· Public Works Department – Mayor Elliott delivered the January 2025 Superintendent’s report. Mayor Elliott stated that the rehabilitation of the elevated water tank is now complete, both inside and out, and has our new town logo on it. 
Mayor Elliott stated water samples were taken and came back clear, 
enabling us to lift the boil advisory. 

Mayor Elliott stated that the public works crew is continuing to repair water leaks as they appear. 
Dunn made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the reports as 
presented. Motion carried.


Bailey made a motion, second by Dunn, to ADOPT Resolution 2025-001: A resolution giving Mayor Rhonda Elliott authority to sign the application, contract and all Request for Payment or other documents required by the Louisiana Government Assistance Program (LGAP) Program; and further authorizing Sonya Kennon, Clerk, to serve as the Certifying Officer to attest to the signature of Mayor Rhonda Elliott as authorized signatory. Motion carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Dunn, to ADOPT Resolution 2025-002: A Resolution giving Mayor Rhonda Elliott authority to sign the application, contract and all Request for Payment or other documents required by the Community Water Enrichment Fund (CWEF) Program; and further authorizing Sonya Kennon, Clerk, to serve as the Certifying Officer to attest to the signature of Mayor Rhonda Elliott as authorized signatory. Motion carried. 
Sims made a motion, second by Bailey, to Introduce Ordinance 2025-001 and schedule a Public Hearing for March 11, 2025: An Ordinance amending Ordinance 2019-007 Sewer Rates for the Town of Olla. Motion carried. 
Reichardt made a motion, second by Dunn, to approve the Occupational License for Once Upon a Time Vendor Market, owned and operated by D&S Thompson Properties of Louisiana – 4446 Main Street 165, Suite B, Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried.

Mayor Elliott stated that the Capital Outlay project has begun with road construction on Church Street and will extend from the intersection of Blake and Church to the corner of Church and Crick Street. 
Mayor Elliott stated that our IT person informed us we must update our computers, so we are in the process of ordering three for the Olla Town Hall, and one for the Police Department. 

Mayor Elliott stated that she wants to start obtaining bids for a 5-ton HVAC and electrical work that needs to be done at the Dixie Center. Mayor Elliott wants to get the center open as soon as financially possible. 

Mayor Elliott stated that she met with ATMOS yesterday and they have begun a 2-year project here replacing both the main and service lines. There will be digging on properties, but ATMOS assured the mayor that they will leave the property as they initially found it, involving hydroseeding and sodding if necessary. 
Dunn made a motion, second by Reichardt, to adjourn at 7:28 p.m. Motion carried. 








_______________________









Rhonda Elliott, Mayor

________________________

Sonya Kennon, Town Clerk  

