Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting was held on Tuesday, April 08, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 2628 Central Avenue. Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order, and Joel Sims opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Sonya Kennon called roll. Present: Mayor Elliott, Joel Sims, Madge Bailey, and Jessica Dunn, and Keith Reichardt. Michael Duke was absent. Various members of the public were present. Josh Corley and Jim Justice gave a Fire District presentation. 

Reichardt made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the agenda as amended. Motion carried.

Reichardt made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the March 2025 regular meeting minutes. Motion Carried.

Sims made a motion, second by Reichardt, to approve the March 2025 bills as presented. Motion carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the March 2025 financial statement as presented. Motion carried.


Reichardt made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the mobile home request to be placed at 1158 Olive Street, presented by Jordy Poole to Mayor Elliott. 
· Fire Department – The March 2025 monthly fire report was given by Chief Kim Taylor. All equipment is in operational condition. The department has one new member as Conner Cain turned 18. The department responded to 2 alarms in March. Chief Taylor stated that the department attended 6 training classes in March. The Fire Grading was done on 03.13.2025, but the grade will not be back for a few months. Overall, Chief Taylor thinks we done well. A new A/C unit was purchased and placed at the repeater building. 
Chief Taylor gave condolences to Mr. John Valentine’s family. John served on the Olla Fire Department for many years, and was a great asset to the department. He will be greatly missed. 
Chief Taylor stated that the department had 3 Junior Fireman graduate EMR Class at Hardtner Medical Center: Kolman Cummings, Cash Barton, and Connor Cain. 
· Police Report – The March 2025 police report was given by Chief O’Bier. 173 citations were issued for March 2025, 22,274.75 was collected in fines and court cost, the department responded to 9 incidents, 4 arrests, and 3 dog complaints.
Chief O’Bier requested the council to consider hiring a part-time police officer, Mr. Clyde Batts. Sims made a motion, second by Bailey, to have Officer Batts join the Olla Police Department. Motion carried. 
· Public Works Department – Mayor Elliott delivered the March 2025 Superintendent’s report. Mayor Elliott stated that water lines have been moved at the construction site of the new Homeland Federal Savings Bank. The Public Works Department had to first kill the 2-inch line and tap several customers onto the larger line. Our operator, 3C Environmental, was unable to move all the lines during the timeframe requested, so the town had to contract out to a company recommended by our operator. 
Mayor Elliott stated that the town park needs attention, but due to low-lying
areas, it is underwater in many places. Once it is dry enough, limbs will be picked up and it will be mowed so that Disc Golf can resume. 


Mayor Elliott stated that plans for the new sewer plant have now been accepted by LDH and DEQ and they have given us permission to advertise for bids. 


Mayor Elliott announced that one of the Public Works Department members will be attending class for certification in Wastewater in May 2025. 
Bailey made a motion, second by Reichardt, to approve the reports as 
presented. Motion carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Sims, to ADOPT Resolution 2025-003 – A resolution authorizing the Town of Olla to state their intent to maintain permit requirements as set forth by National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System to prevent wastewater permit violations (MWPP) and other matters with respect thereto. Motion carried. 
Bailey made a motion, second by Sims, to ADOPT Resolution 2025-004: A resolution adopting the Town of Olla Cafeteria Plan. Motion carried.
Bailey made a motion, second by Reichardt, to issue a Proclamation proclaiming the month of April as Fair Housing Month. Motion carried. 
Mayor Elliott stated that work has begun at the Dixie Center. The HVAC system and rewiring of the center will begin soon. The Fire Marshall is requiring us to replace the wiring as it is very old. Once this is complete, a new ceiling will be installed. The mayor has met with a construction company at this time and submitted plans to them for a quote. Construction at the center will have to be done in phases as the insurance company unfortunately compensated the town for enough only to replace the roof. After the roof had been completed, the town had to pay for the installation of 3 wrapped metal poles and leveling beams to support the new roof. Mayor Elliott opened a Downtown Enhancement account after the two hurricanes and has been depositing money monthly all this time. Mayor Elliott hopes to complete the Dixie Center before leaving office, but that will depend on how far the money goes. 
Mayor Elliott stated that the new patrol unit obtained through LGAP will be in use once the outfitting has been completed and the striping is complete. 

Mayor Elliott stated that she will be closing the ARPA grant this month with the completion of the water treatment plant and the elevated tank rehabilitation. 
Bailey made a motion, second by Reichardt, to adjourn at 8:02 p.m. Motion carried. 
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Rhonda Elliott, Mayor

________________________

Sonya Kennon, Town Clerk  

