Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, May 13, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 2628 Central Avenue. Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order, and Joel Sims opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Sonya Kennon called roll. Present: Mayor Elliott, Joel Sims, Jessica Dunn, Madge Bailey, and Michael Duke. Keith Reichardt was Absent. Various members of the public were present.

Bailey made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the agenda as amended. Motion carried.

Dunn made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the April 2025 meeting minutes. Motion Carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Dunn, to approve the April 2025 bills as presented. Motion carried.

Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the April 2025 financial statement as presented. Motion carried.

· Fire Department – Chief Kim Taylor gave the fire report for April 2025. Chief Taylor stated there had been no changes in membership. All equipment is in operational condition. The department responded to 2 alarms in April and attended 6 training classes. The compressor at Station 2 has been repaired. The parking lots for both Stations 1 & 2 have been graded to help with drainage. The department helped the Public Works crew clear sewer lines on Pinecrest Street. On 04/12/2025 the Fire Department held a “Last Call Ceremony” in memory of Mr. John Valentine. 
· Police Report – The April 2025 police report was given by Chief O’Bier. 158 citations issued for April 2025, $33607.82 was collected in fines and court cost, the department responded to 12 incidents, 1 arrest, and 2 dog complaints. 
· Public Works Department – Mayor Elliott delivered the April 2025 Superintendent’s report. Mayor Elliott stated that one of the Public Works crew is attending Wastewater Training classes this week in Alexandria, La. 
Mayor Elliott stated that one of the mowers is down and hopefully we can 

get it fixed and will get some mowing done weather permitting. 

Mayor Elliott announced that a new business is in the works on Highway 165 and a two-inch water line will have to be moved for them. 

Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the reports as presented. Motion carried.

Mayor Elliott delivered the Budget Message for the fiscal year July 1, 2025 - June 30,

 2026, and the amended budget for fiscal year July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025.

Dunn made a motion, second by Sims, to Introduce Ordinance 2025-002: An ordinance adopting the annual budget of revenues and expenditures for the fiscal year July 01, 2025, to June 30, 2026, and amend the budget for fiscal year July 01, 2024, to June 30, 2025, for the Town of Olla, Louisiana and schedule a Public Hearing, June 10, 2025, at 7:00 P.M. Motion carried.
Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to lease the Commercial Building parking lot to Jacks Containers. 

Mayor Elliott congratulated the Lady Tigers on winning the State Championship held in Sulphur, Louisiana. 
Mayor Elliott stated that we now have Ms. Jonna Souppa training for the Accounts Payable position, as Ms. Melva “Pesty” Evans, our present Accounts Payable clerk will be retiring June 30, 2025. 

Mayor Elliott announced that we are now advertising for bids for a new Wastewater Treatment Plant. We are in the process of finalizing paperwork with DEQ for this project. 

Sims made a motion, second by Dunn, to adjourn at 7:20 p.m. Motion carried. 








_______________________









Rhonda Elliott, Mayor

________________________

Sonya Kennon, Town Clerk 

