Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, August 12, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 2628 Central Avenue. Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order, and Joel Sims opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Sonya Kennon called Roll. Present: Madge Bailey, Joel Sims, Michael Duke, and Keith Reichardt. Absent: Jessica Dunn. Various members of the public were present.

Bailey made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the agenda as amended. Motion carried.

Reichardt made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the July 2025 regular meeting minutes. Motion Carried.

Duke made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the July 2025 bills as presented. Motion carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Reichardt, to approve the July 2025 financial statement as presented. Motion carried.

· Fire Department – Chief Kim Taylor gave the written fire report for July 2025. Chief Taylor stated there has been 1 new membership added to the department and the members attended 5 training classes in July, as well as 12 members completing Drivers Training. The department responded to 2 alarms in July. Chief Taylor stated that the department had purchased 10 new pagers, and a new Honda Pump for Tanker 1. Duke made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve Matt Cook as a member of the OVFD. Motion carried.
· Police Report – The July 2025 police report was given by Chief Jody O’Bier. 166 citations issued for July 2025, $36599.18, were collected in fines and court costs, the department responded to 18 incidents, 6 arrests, and 3 dog complaints. 
Chief O’Bier asked the council to consider allowing the police officers to have fuel cards. Sims made a motion, second by Duke to allow gas cards to be set up for each officer. Motion carried.
· Public Works Department – Mayor Elliott delivered the July 2025 Superintendent’s report. Mayor Elliott stated that the 2023 Ford F150 has been repaired as a deer damaged it by running into the side of it. 

Mayor Elliott announced that a contractor for Atmos Gas hit an 8” line on Crick Street/Loop Street Friday, resulting in our having to go under a boil advisory. Samples were pulled on Monday morning and taken to the lab. We received notification this morning that we could lift the boil advisory effective today.

Mayor Elliott stated that work on Well #2 is suspended at this time. The Service Company was unable to pull it. They said this is only the second time this has happened in his 30 years of experience. He stated that because of the age of the well and its condition, it would be cheaper to drill a new well which would cost about 1 million dollars. The well is back online but continues to leak. 
The Public Works Department backwashed the filter at the water plant today. Temporary water discoloration can be expected but should be clear soon. 
Reichardt made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the reports as presented. Motion carried.
Reichardt made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the Occupational License for Fox’s Pizza of LaSalle, LLC, owned and operated by Jake Long / Miranda Miller – 4513 Highway 165 Main Street, Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried.

Duke made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the Occupational License for Messer’s Made, LLC, owned and operated by Lauren Messer – 3081 Roberts Street, Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried.

Sims made a motion, second by Reichardt, to approve the adoption of Resolution 2025-006: A resolution of support in reference to the State of Louisiana purchasing Kitterlin Creek Bay. Motion carried. 
Reichardt made a motion, second by Duke, to Introduce Ordinance 2025-003: “An ordinance governing signs and billboards for the Town of Olla and schedule a Public Hearing for 09.25.2025. Motion carried. 

Sims made a motion, second by Reichardt, to purchase new bulbs for the lighting at the Olla Sports Complex. Motion carried.
Bailey made a motion, second by Reichardt, to accept the resignation of council member Jessica Dunn. Motion carried.


Mayor Elliott stated that the Olla Downtown Homecoming is Saturday, October 4th, 2025, and anyone wishing to have a vendor spot should contact the Olla Town Hall for an application.
Mayor Elliott stated that she and the town clerk, Sonya Kennon, went to Lake Charles on the 15th of July and received the award for the Town of Olla, 2025 Source Water Protection System of the year. The award is now on display in the Town Hall. 

Mayor Elliott announced that we received the 2024-2025 LGAP grant in the amount of 35,000.00, which is the maximum amount a town of our size can receive. This LGAP grant was written for road repairs. 

The new plans for the Dixie Center have been approved and we will be advertising for bids shortly. 

Mayor Elliott gave the council a reminder to RSVP by the 25th at noon if they are planning to attend the Legislative Update at the Strand Theatre on August 28, 2025, at 6:00 P.M. 
Sims made a motion, second by Bailey, to adjourn at 7:35 p.m. Motion carried. 
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Rhonda Elliott, Mayor
________________________

Sonya Kennon, Town Clerk 
