ORDINANCE 2025-003
AN ORDINANCE GOVERNING SIGNS AND BILLBOARDS 
FOR THE TOWN OF OLLA, LOUISIANA


BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Olla, Louisiana:
SECTION 12-32 (c-4): Obstructions on public right-of-way

 Prohibited signage: Unless approved by the town council, as set forth herein, the following types of signs are prohibited and shall not be erected within the town limits:
	
1. Signs, which, by reason of their size, location, shape, movement, content, coloring or manner of illumination may be confused with traffic control signs or signals, or which hide from view any traffic or street signal or device or the light of any emergency or road equipment vehicle. To those ends, no signs shall use the words “Stop,” “Slow,” “Caution,” “Yield,” “Danger,” “Warning,” or “Go,” or that hide from view any traffic or street sign, signal, or device
.
2. Any sign that emits sound, odor, illumination or visible matter that serves as a distraction to persons within the public right-of-way and as such, could present a public safety hazard. 
3. Signs placed or erected at any intersection, road, right-of-way, or in any manner so as to obstruct clear and free vision with respect to view of traffic or to other signs already in place. 
4. Signs extending into or placed within the public right-of-way, other than those signs specifically allowed. 
5. Any sign that projects beyond a lot line. 
6. All advertising media, including commercial banners and commercial benches, which are located on or within public right-of-way. 
7. Any sign that is attached to a utility pole, curb, sidewalk, lamppost, hydrant, bridge, highway marker, highway regulatory sign or mailbox, on public property, except official notice or announcements. 
8. Any sign or sign structure located in an intersection sight triangle.
9. Any sign that contains statements, words, or pictures of an obscene, indecent, or immoral character that will offend public morals or decency. 
10. Inoperative vehicles used as signs.
11. Billboards.

Nonconforming signs (Grandfather Clause). 
1.	Billboards that are in existence and fully erected as of the effective date of this article may remain; provided, however, that such billboards must be repaired and maintained as required by this article, must comply with all other requirements of this article and all other applicable state, parish, or other requirements, and if an electrical sign, an electrical permit for such sign must be issued by the building official and remain in effect. If no sign permit was required for such sign prior to the effective date of this ordinance or any amendments hereto, no sign permit shall be required. 
2.	Loss of legally nonconforming status. A nonconforming sign that is allowed to remain pursuant to the terms of this section shall immediately lose its legally nonconforming designation if the sign is: 
a. Changed or replaced with another nonconforming sign.
b. Structurally altered so as to expend its useful life.
c. Expanded;
d. Relocated;
e. Re-established after damage or destruction of more than 50 percent of the replacement 
    value of the same type at the time of such damage or destruction; 
f.  Modified in any way that would increase the degree on nonconformity of such sign; or 
g. Except in the case of e. above, this shall not prevent repairing or restoring to a safe   
              condition any part of a sign or sign structure or normal maintenance operations  
   		    performed on a sign or sign structure. 
On the occurrence of any one a., b., c., d., e., or f., above, the offending sign shall be immediately brought into compliance with this article and a new permit secured therefore, or such sign shall be removed. 
Enforcement. 
1. A designated Town Official (hereinafter “building official”) may remove or cause to be removed any abandoned sign or obsolete sign, and sign erected or maintained in violation of this article, at the expense of the persons that are responsible for compliance with this article, if the owner or lessee of either the sign or the premises on which the sign is located fails to correct the violation within 30 days after receiving written notice of such violation from the building official. 
2.	The building official may remove or cause to be removed, immediately and without notice, at the expense of the persons that are responsible for compliance with this article, any sign which in his opinion presents an immediate threat or danger to the public or otherwise constitutes a public hazard. 
3.	The building official may store any sign that he has removed or caused to be removed, for a period of 30 days from the time the person responsible is notified or has failed to timely respond as provided in this ordinance. The building official shall continue to store the sign for any additional period during which an appeal of his action is pending. At the expiration of the time specified in this subsection, if the person responsible for the sign or other interested person has not reclaimed the sign as provided herein, the building official may destroy the sign or dispose of it in any manner deemed appropriate. To reclaim any sign removed by the Building Official, the person reclaiming the sign shall pay to the Building Official, as directed, an amount equal to the entire costs incurred by the Building Official and any other fine imposed under this ordinance. 
4.	For purposes of the section:
a.	Any notice required under this section may be served (i) by registered or certified mail, postage prepaid, addressed to the owner or lessee of either the sign or the premises on which the sign is located at his last known address, or (ii) by the marshal or any sheriff or deputy sheriff on constable having jurisdiction and power to serve legal process where the party being served is found within the state, on the owner or lessee of either the sign or the premises on which the sign is located, or on any other person on whom service of citation and/or other process may be made in civil actions under the Louisiana Code of Civil Procedure, in which case the officer shall make return of the service as in ordinary cases. 
b. If the party to whom notice is attempted to be served is absent from the state or 
unrepresented therein, then any notice required under this section may be served also upon an attorney at law appointed by the mayor to represent the absentee. Domiciliary service may be made as in ordinary cases. 

5.	In the event of any violation of this article, all persons that are responsible for compliance 
with this article, as provided herein, may be fined not less than $10.00 and not more than 
$25.00 for each day that the violation continues.
 
6.	All persons that are responsible for compliance with this article, as provided herein, shall be liable jointly, severally, and in solido for any fines, penalties, costs, and expenses imposed or incurred pursuant to this article, unless such person can show that the sign was erected or maintained notwithstanding such person's objection and that they lacked the authority or control necessary to prevent the violation. 

Definitions. 
1.	Abandoned sign. A sign which is dilapidated beyond repair or one in which the business or event identified by the sign is no longer operating. 
2.	Billboards. Outdoor advertising signs attached or detached, which advertise, promote or disseminate information not related to the goods, products or services comprising a primary use of the premises on which the sign is located. 

SAID ORDINANCE having been introduced on August 12, 2025, byReichardt, second by Duke, notice of public hearing having been published in the official journal as required by law, said public hearing having been held on September 09, 2025, the title having been read and the Ordinance considered. A motion was duly moved by Sims, second by Bailey, to adopt Ordinance 2025-003, a roll call vote was taken, and the following result was had:
   Yeas:  _4_		
   Nays:  _0_
   Absent:  1__


	Where upon, the presiding officer declared the above Ordinance duly adopted on the 9th day of  September, 2025.


                                                                                                     ____________________________
							Rhonda Elliott 
                                                                                    Mayor
___________________________
Sonya Kennon
Town Clerk




