Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting was held on Tuesday, March 10, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 2628 Central Avenue. Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order, and Joel Sims opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Sonya Kennon called roll. Present: Mayor Elliott, Joel Sims, Madge Bailey, and Emily Emfinger and Keith Reichardt. Michael Duke was absent. Various members of the public were present. 

Sims made a motion, second by Reichardt, to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Emfinger, to approve the February 2026 regular meeting minutes. Motion Carried.

Reichardt made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the February 2026 bills as presented. Motion carried.

Sims made a motion, second by Emfinger, to approve the February 2026 financial statement as presented. Motion carried.

· Fire Department – The February 2026 monthly fire report was unavailable. Chief Taylor previously submitted a request to purchase 6 new pagers and chargers. Sims made a motion, second by Reichardt, to approve the purchase of the pagers and chargers. Motion carried. 
· Police Report – The February 2026 police report was given by Chief O’Bier. 90 citations were issued for February 2026, $18647.00 was collected in fines and court cost, the department responded to 9 incidents, 3 arrests, and 3 dog complaints.
Chief O’Bier asked the council to consider hiring Caydn Elliott as a new full-time officer. Reichardt made a motion, second by Sims, to hire Officer Elliott as the new full-time officer for Town of Olla. Motion carried. 
· Public Works Department – Mayor Elliott delivered the February 2026 Superintendent’s report. Mayor Elliott stated that the work is complete on Woodyard Road. New water lines and shut-off valves have been installed and made possible by a CWEF grant. 
Mayor Elliott stated that work has started at the wastewater plant with clearing of trees and the contact chamber has been set up. 

Mayor Elliott stated that the Town of Olla has received approval for the LGAP grant that she amended to provide for another much-needed generator at the water plant. The electrical plans have just been completed, and we are in the process of getting bids for this project. The grant is for the maximum amount of $35,000.00, which will not nearly cover the cost, but we have set up reserve accounts in the past few years for both Enterprise and General sides of the accounting for such as this. We have enough money to supplement the grant for the generator. 

Sims made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the reports as 
presented. Motion carried.
Bailey made a motion, second by Emfinger, to approve the employee health benefit plan, accepting the 13.6% increase. Motion carried.

Sims made a motion, second by Reichardt, to approve the building presented for Lolli’s Daycare. Motion carried.

Mayor Elliott stated that she has met with an architecture group from Monroe for the Dixie Center who will be overseeing the construction of the building and putting out bids to begin work. There had to be some additional modifications to our current plans that require fire marshal approval before we can let bids. The town has been putting money each month in a Building Reserve account for reconstruction of the Dixie Center, as well as an Appropriation Grant that we received thanks to Representative Gabe Firment and a donation made by the estate of John and Floy Greene. The town appreciates these contributions so much. 
Mayor Elliott stated that she had a 4-hour meeting with our lawyers from New Orleans to prepare for a mitigation hearing on the 18th of March 2026, that will be held in Pineville, LA. This is in reference to the insurance company denying coverage on the Hurricane Shelter that was damaged in 2021 during the ice storm, an then a lightning strike occurring May 2023 that hit two of the rooftop HVAC units that caused the silicone roofing to bubble and damaged the newly repaired roof. As previously discussed, because of the damage that was sustained to the building, the state pulled the contract with the town for the hurricane shelter, resulting in a large loss of revenue. Mayor Elliott stated that she has been pulling invoices, inspections, assessments, emails, contracts, etc. for weeks for this hearing. 
Mayor Elliott said that annual financial reports are due by May 15, 2026. Please fill them out and return them to the clerk so they can be submitted to the state in a timely manner. 
Emfinger made a motion, second by Reichardt, to adjourn at 7:21 p.m. Motion carried. 
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Rhonda Elliott, Mayor

________________________

Sonya Kennon, Town Clerk  

