Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, May 12, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 2628 Central Avenue. Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order, and Joel Sims opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Sonya Kennon called roll. Present: Mayor Elliott, Joel Sims, Emily Emfinger, Madge Bailey, Keith Reichardt, and Michael Duke. Various members of the public were present.

Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Emfinger, to approve the April 2026 meeting minutes. Motion Carried.

Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the April 2026 bills as presented. Motion carried.

Reichardt made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the April 2026 financial statement as presented. Motion carried.

· Fire Department – Chief Kim Taylor gave the fire report for April 2026. Chief Taylor stated there had been no changes in membership. All equipment is in operational condition. The department responded to 3 alarms in April. The department attended several training classes for the month. The department is currently testing hydrants with 20 having been tested with more to follow. 
· Police Report – The April 2026 police report was given by Chief O’Bier. 105 citations issued for April 2026, $18,903.50 was collected in fines and court cost, the department responded to 17 incidents, 2 arrests, and 3 dog complaints. 
· Public Works Department – Mayor Elliott delivered the April 2026 Superintendent’s report. Mayor Elliott stated that they have started construction on the new wastewater plant. Last year we asked the bond commission for an additional $500,000.00 after all of the bids came in for our wastewater treatment plant. Instead of giving us the $500,000.00, they gave us a grant for $200,000.00 that just reduced the amount we owed to the commission. That money went toward forgiveness, so actually we only have 1.5 million. There was a change order leaving us needing an additional $640,525.00 We need to apply for an additional $450,000.00 with the residual amount of $190,525.00 coming from our Enterprise Reserve Account. Duke made a motion, second by Emfinger, to apply for the wastewater treatment plant grant. 
Mayor Elliott stated that one of the mowers is down and in Monroe at the

 shop for repair at present, so we are short a mower currently. 
Mayor Elliott announced that two members of our Public Works Department are working on additional certifications and will attend school in July. 

Bailey made a motion, second by Reichardt, to approve the reports as presented. Motion carried.

Mayor Elliott delivered the Budget Message for the fiscal year July 1, 2026 - June 30,

 2027, and the amended budget for fiscal year July 1, 2025 – June 30, 2026.

Duke made a motion, second by Sims, to Introduce Ordinance 2026-001: An ordinance adopting the annual budget of revenues and expenditures for the fiscal year July 01, 2026, to June 30, 2027, and amend the budget for fiscal year July 01, 2025, to June 30, 2026, for the Town of Olla, Louisiana and schedule a Public Hearing, June 09, 2026, at 7:00 P.M. Motion carried.
Mayor Elliott congratulated the Lady Tigers on winning the State Runner-Up title held in Sulphur, Louisiana. 
Mayor Elliott stated that she has been in contact with the engineer over the project and he said he is waiting for the finished drawing, and he had two days to get the documents/contract ready for me to sign. We will then advertise for bids. The mayor has been telling the engineer that the appropriations money must be spent by June 30, 2026, and he said that he would call Baton Rouge and talk to Crystal Smolke. She told him that she would have to have legislative approval for an extension, which she did not want to do. He is to get back with Mayor Elliott and let her know what the next steps will be. 
Mayor Elliott asked the council to be sure the personal disclosure reports are turned in as soon as possible. They are due May 15, 2026. 
Bailey made a motion, second by Reichardt, to adjourn at 7:19 p.m. Motion carried. 
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Rhonda Elliott, Mayor

________________________

Sonya Kennon, Town Clerk 

