Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, June 09, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 2628 Central Avenue. Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order, and Joel Sims opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Sonya Kennon called Roll. Present: Madge Bailey, Michael Duke, and Joel Sims. Absent: Keith Reichardt and Emily Emfinger. Various members of the public were present.

Bailey made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the agenda as amended. Motion carried.

Sims made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the May 2026 regular meeting minutes. Motion Carried.

Duke made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the May 2026 bills as presented. Motion carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the May 2026 financial statement as presented. Motion carried.

· Fire Department – Chief Taylor gave the written fire report for May 2026. Chief Taylor stated there had been no changes in membership and stated that all equipment is in operational condition. The department responded to 3 alarms in May. Chief Taylor stated that the department had taken multiple training classes for the month of May. 
· Police Report – The May 2026 police report was given by Chief Jody O’Bier. 120 citations issued for May 2026, $21,180.34 was collected in fines and court cost. The department responded to 19 incidents, 7 arrests, and 4 dog complaints. 
· Public Works Department – Mayor Elliott delivered the May 2026 Superintendent’s report. Mayor Elliott announced that one of the Public Works Department, Mr. Johnnie Calton, will be attending school next month in Level 2 Wastewater Collection and Level 2 Wastewater Treatment. 
Mayor Elliott stated that we had sewer issues at the funeral home recently and tried jetting it out but was unsuccessful in clearing the line. The Public Works Department had to dig the line up and found that it had been filled with cement. The line has now been replaced. 

Mayor Elliott stated that since we installed the automatic water meters at the same time, the batteries are all going out at the same time. We were told that the batteries would be good for 20 years, but that has not been the case. The company has now upgraded the meters, and we are trying to replace the old ones, a few at a time, but in the meantime, we are having to manually read over 200 meters at his time, but each month, that number is increasing. 

Mayor Elliott stated that the building of the new Wastewater Treatment Plant is slowly moving forward. The completion date she was given was December 2026. The inspector said that more concrete will be poured this week on the inside of the polishing reactor so they can get the media installed inside of it. After that is complete, they will start connecting the piping from the polishing reactor to the contact chamber and laying new lines and setting new manholes. The polishing reactor is at a 75% completion rate. 
Bailey made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the reports as presented. Motion carried.
Sims made a motion, second by Bailey, to issue Resolution 2026-002 – A resolution to ADOPT the LaSalle Parish Mitigation Plan 2026. Motion carried. 

Duke made a motion, second by Sims, to issue Resolution 2026-003 – A Resolution to ADOPT the Tax Millage for the tax year 2026. Motion carried. 

Duke made a motion, second by Sims, to open the public hearing regarding

Ordinance 2026-001: An ordinance adopting the annual budget of revenues and expenditures for the fiscal year July 01, 2026, to June 30, 2027, and the amended budget for fiscal year July 01, 2025, to June 30, 2026, for the Town of Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried. 
There being no comments or questions from the public, Bailey made a motion, second by Sims, to close the public hearing regarding Ordinance 2026-001: An ordinance adopting the annual budget of revenues and expenditures for the fiscal year July 01, 2026, to June 30, 2027, and the amended budget for fiscal year July 01, 2025, to June 30, 2026, for the Town of Olla, Louisiana. Motion Carried.

Sims made a motion, second by Bailey, to ADOPT Ordinance 2026-001: An ordinance adopting the annual budget of revenues and expenditures for the fiscal year July 01, 2026, to June 30, 2027, and the amended budget for fiscal year July 01, 2025, to June 30, 2026, for the Town of Olla, Louisiana. Motion Carried.

Duke made a motion, second by Sims, to renew the water rate contract with Pleasant Ridge at the rate of $7.00 per 1000 gallons. Motion carried. 

Bailey made a motion, second by Duke, to renew the water rate contract with the Town of Urania Water System at the rate of $7.00 per 1000 gallons. Motion carried. 

Duke made a motion, second by Sims, to appoint The Jena Times-Olla-Tullos-Urania Signal as the Official Journal for the Town of Olla for the Fiscal year 2026-2027. Motion carried. 

Duke made a motion, second by Bailey, to appoint the Olla Branch of Southern Heritage Bank, Homeland Federal Savings Bank, and the Vidalia branch of Concordia Bank & Trust Co. as the Town of Olla’s official depositories for the fiscal year 2026-2027. 
Motion carried. 
Bailey made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the Occupational License for Jacee Salon Fancy, LLC - owned and operated by Jacee Williams - 2541 Highway 165 Main Street, Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried.
Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to approve spending $400 for the 4th of July fireworks. Motion carried. 
Mayor Elliott announced that Brightspeed was awarded funding through the U.S. Department of Treasury’s Capital Projects Fund for deployment fiber-to-the-home broadband services to more than 200 locations in Olla. Working in conjunction with ConnectLA and their GUMBO 1.0 program, Brightspeed will have a ribbon cutting ceremony Thursday, June 11, 2026, at the Dixie Center Courtyard. All council members are invited to attend. 
Mayor Elliott stated that bids are finally being let for reconstruction of the Dixie Center after hurricanes Laura and Delta left the center unusable. The town has had to find ways to fund the building costs as the insurance company did not come through for much of the damage that occurred. 

Mayor Elliott stated that the election date for the November 03, 2026, qualifying has been moved to August 5-7, 2026. You will need to qualify during these dates for your council seats. Please put these dates on your calendar. 

Mayor Elliott gave a reminder about the 4th of July Fireworks at the Olla Fairgrounds. Everyone is invited to come out and enjoy the show that will start at approximately 8:00 p.m. 
Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to adjourn at 7:23 p.m. Motion carried. 
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