Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, July 14, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 2628 Central Avenue. Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order, and Keith Reichardt opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Sonya Kennon called Roll. Present: Madge Bailey, Michael Duke, Emily Emfinger, and Keith Reichardt. Absent: Joel Sims. Various members of the public were present.

Reichardt made a motion, second by Emfinger, to approve the agenda as amended. Motion carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Reichardt, to approve the June 2026 regular meeting minutes. Motion Carried.

Duke made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the June 2026 bills as presented. Motion carried.

Duke made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the June 2026 financial statement as presented. Motion carried.

· Fire Department – Chief Kim Taylor gave the written fire report for June 2026. Chief Taylor stated there had been no changes in membership and stated that all equipment is in operational condition. The department responded to 7 alarms in June. He stated that the department has taken multiple training classes for the month of June. He also took the time to thank everyone that helped with donations, and the ones that helped on the Fair Grounds. Chief Taylor thanked Mr. Ray Atwell for getting the fireworks here and for setting them up. Many thanks went out to everyone involved. 
· Police Report – The June 2026 police report was given by Chief Jody O’Bier. 123 citations issued for June 2026, $19589.45 was collected in fines and court cost, the department responded to 10 incidents, 1 arrest, and 1 dog complaint. 
· Public Works Department – Mayor Elliott delivered the June 2026 Superintendent’s report. Mayor Elliott stated that upgrades to our wastewater system are still proceeding. We have one employee attending school for certification at the LRWA Convention, and another employee testing. 
The mayor stated that we had a large leak on an 8” line at the commercial building on the night of July 03,2026 and the repair was complete by midnight. 
Bailey made a motion, second by Reichardt, to approve the reports as presented. Motion carried.
Duke made a motion, second by Emfinger, to approve the cost saving alterations being made for the Dixie Center in the amount of $599,756.00, rather than the initial bid of $767,900.00. Motion carried. 
Emfinger made a motion, second by Reichardt, to issue a Proclamation for Business and Industry Week. Motion carried. 

Bailey made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the adoption of Resolution 2026-004: A resolution authorizing the Town of Olla to state their intent to maintain permit requirements as set forth by the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System to prevent wastewater permit violations (MWPP) and other matters with respect thereto. Motion carried. 

Bailey made a motion, second by Reichardt, to approve the adoption of Resolution 2026-005: A Resolution giving preliminary approval to the issuance of a Taxable Sales Tax Bond (DEQ) of the Town of Olla, State of Louisiana, in the principal amount not exceeding Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000.00); for the Wastewater Treatment Plant and providing for other matters in connection therewith. Motion carried. 

Duke made a motion, second by Bailey, to authorize a transfer of certain funds from Southern Heritage Bank to Homeland Federal Savings Bank. Motion carried. 
Mayor Elliott thanked the sponsors that made our annual firework display possible again this year. Without the support of these contributors, we could not continue to have this show each year. Mayor Elliott also thanked our fire department for making this display happen. We are very thankful that everyone works together so that our community and the surrounding communities can enjoy this annual fireworks display.
Mayor Elliott stated that she had a zoom meeting on June 24, 2026, with the judge, lawyers, and insurance company to try to settle the lawsuit concerning the commercial building out of court. An agreement could not be reached at this time. 
Mayor Elliott stated that planning has begun for the annual Olla Downtown Homecoming as it is being held on October 03, 2026, this year. Anyone wishing to lend a helping hand would be appreciated. 
Duke made a motion, second by Reichardt, to adjourn at 7:22 p.m. Motion carried. 
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